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“Hands Off” Our Parks and Public Lands

Dear Friends in Conservation, 

Wallace Stegner, often called the dean of Western writers, said "National parks are the best idea we ever had.  Absolutely 
American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at our best rather than our worst."

Yet today, as I write this letter, the President’s draft budget is calling for $1 billion in cuts to the National Park Service. If 
enacted, the consequences of these cuts will be devastating. According to the National Parks Conservation Association, 
three-quarters of the National Park System or 350 parks could close - parks that provide clean water and air, healthy soil, 
carbon sequestration and opportunities for us all to enjoy nature. Our 84 million acres of parks preserve ecosystems 
and protect the environmental and health benefits that cannot be found or replaced anywhere else.

We all need parks and public lands, now more than ever, and it is critically important that we continue to prioritize their 
protection. Individually, there is not much we can do  to help other than send an email to an elected official or participate 
in an occasional act of civil disobedience.  Professionally, I am incredibly grateful that the Land Alliance is not funded by 
the federal government.  In fact, we receive over 90% of our support from you, our generous community! Yet, I am still 
worried about our future. How did we, as a nation, become so disconnected from the land?

In these uncertain times, we have an opportunity to bring people together around nature. In fact, there is a growing 
body of evidence that one of the most important things that any of us can do for ourselves, for those we love, for people 
throughout the world and for the living systems that support us all is to connect with nature. That connection can start 
in the simplest of ways, beginning in childhood and renewing through all the stages of life. It can take many forms and 
occur in many ways. It requires places and spaces for people to experience nature’s richness and complexity, from 
backyards to wildflower meadows, from street trees to woodland paths, from community gardens to farmlands and 
from vernal pools to coastal wetlands.  

Connecting with nature helps to bring us all peace and good health. It provides the foundation for resilient, healthy 
ecosystems, communities and economies to thrive and continue to do so for generations and generations to come. This 
year, we at the Land Alliance are prioritizing programs and initiatives that bring our community together through the 
richness of our shared lands. In the pages that follow, we will chronicle some of those efforts.  They range from responses 
to the plight of the Monarch butterfly and the state of birds in America to expanding children’s nature programming to 
documenting carbon sequestration in local preserves. We strive to foster connectedness to one another and to nature.

We hope you will join us!

Lisa W. Ott
President & CEO

North Shore Land Alliance Staff
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featured collaborating on funding 
and management strategies across 16 
states from Maine to Texas.  The shift 
from isolated conservation projects to 
joint efforts led to a 43% increase in 
the regional breeding population!

At this time, with attacks on federal 
programs like the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the future of birds is unclear.  

What you can do:
As mentioned earlier, habitat loss is the 
number one threat to birds (and other 
wildlife).  Supporting the protection 
of our land and water resources and 
letting your elected officials know 
how valuable they are have never 
been more critical. 

Other factors contributing to bird 
population decline include predation 
by cats, window collisions and bright 
lights encountered during migration.  
You can make a huge difference to 
birds’ success by keeping your cats 
indoors, adopting bird-friendly win-
dow practices and turning off outdoor 
lights (or using dark sky approved 
lighting products).

As spring migration nears its peak, we 
remain concerned about much of the 
data identified in this year’s State of 
the Birds report. It was generated by 
the North American Birds Conserva-
tion Initiative.  The report confirmed 
that 1/3 of U.S. bird species need 
conservation action.  1/3!!  Many of 
these are described as tipping point 
species:  those species that have lost 
more than half their populations in the 
last 50 years.

Habitat loss is the number one threat 
to birds (and other wildlife).  Because 
many species are dependent on a sin-
gle habitat for survival and are there-
fore indicators of habitat health, the 
study evaluates bird populations into 
the following categories:
•	 Shorebirds
•	 Grassland birds
•	 Aridland birds
•	 Western forest birds
•	 Eastern forest birds
•	 Waterfowl and waterbirds
•	 Seabirds
•	 Hawaiian birds
Of these, Shorebirds have the most 
(19) tipping point species of any 

The State of the Birds in the USA

group in North America – particularly 
at migratory staging areas. The areas 
are along the Atlantic coast from 
North Carolina to Nova Scotia, and 
also on the Gulf Coast.  The report 
urged strengthening of the Western 
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Area 
Network and Important Bird Area (IBA) 
program (including the Oyster Bay 
Area IBA) to protect critical shorebird 
sites.  Funding and protection should 
be increased further in areas where 
shorebirds are hunted on wintering 
grounds.

The news is not all doom and gloom 
and there are success stories.  One 
of these is tied to the American 
Oystercatcher, familiar in these parts 
with its black and white coloring 
and distinctive long, orange bill.  15 
years ago oystercatcher populations 
were in decline along the Atlantic 
coast. Recognizing that the species 
was in trouble, a combination of 
state, federal and private partners 
launched the American Oystercatcher 
Recovery Initiative in 2009.  It 

Eastern Towhee

Great egret

American Oyster Catcher
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The Land Alliance is pleased to 
announce our newest conservation 
easement in Sands Point. We 
applaud Joanna and Will Morgan 
on their successful effort to protect 
the natural habitat and sustainability 
of this part of their community.  The 
conservation values of this nearly 4 
acre easement are abundant! 

The protected area lies on East Creek, 
a tributary to Hempstead Harbor.  
East Creek’s extensive tidal wetlands 
support a large diversity of wildlife.  
The State has designated much of 
the Sands Point area of Hempstead 
Harbor a Significant Coastal Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat (SCFWH).  SCFWH 
areas are indispensable to a diversity 
of wildlife, including many species 
that are economically valuable such 
as oysters and clams.  

Wetlands act as natural water purifi-
ers, filtering sediment and absorbing 
many pollutants in surface waters. In 
some wetland systems, this cleans-
ing function also enhances the qual-
ity of groundwater supplies. The en-
hanced protection of local wetlands 
already has led to a major increase in 
water quality in Hempstead Harbor. 
Oyster harvesting reopened in 2011 
after being closed for 40 years! In 
2024, 731,042 oysters were seeded 
and 76,000 are being raised in the 
Coalition to Save Hempstead Har-
bor’s oyster-gardening program.  

Protection of the Morgan property is 
a wonderful example of how impor-
tant easements are as a conservation 
tool.  When landowners utilize con-
servation easements, they share in 
the collective impact of preserving 

the quality of land and water in their 
community.

The Land Alliance would like to 
share the story of your commitment 
to conservation. Contact us at (516) 
922-1028 to learn more about 
conservation easements! 

Important Sands Point Conservation Easement Closes at Year-end

Joanna and Will Morgan with 
Land Alliance President Lisa Ott
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We are proud to announce that the Land Alliance has 
been awarded renewed accreditation by the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission! Board Chair Hoyle Jones ex-
plained that “the multi-year process was rigorous and 
thorough in reviewing all project transactions, policies 
and financials since the first accreditation approval in 
2015.” 

Accreditation is awarded to land trusts meeting 
the highest national standards for excellence and 
conservation permanence. The accreditation seal is a 
mark of distinction in land conservation. Each accredited 
land trust completes a rigorous review process and 
joins a network of organizations united by strong ethical 
practices. Each member of this trusted network of land 
trusts has demonstrated fiscal accountability, strong 
organizational leadership, sound transactions and lasting 
stewardship of the lands they conserve.

Nonprofit organizations, including land trusts, are 
increasingly called on to demonstrate their accountability 
to the public. Accredited land trusts have voluntarily 
submitted their organizations to an external, independent 
review of their practices. As a result, accreditation 
provides the public with the assurance that the land 
trust displaying the accreditation seal meets established 
standards for organizational quality and permanent land 
conservation.

Land trusts help conserve land that is essential to our 

health and well-being. When land trusts agree to protect 
land for the benefit of the public, in most cases they 
do so by promising that the protection is forever. The 
accreditation program verifies that the land trust has 
the policies and programs in place to keep this promise, 
either by caring for the land itself or transferring the land 
to an entity that can.

As of April 2025, there are 479 accredited land trusts in 46 
U.S. states and territories. Accredited land trusts protect 
84% of land and easements held by all land trusts which 
total over 51 million acres of land.

When asked about the process, Lisa Ott, President and 
CEO, said “Accreditation is about assuring our work 
can live up to the important goals of conservation in 
perpetuity. We find it easier to grasp the meaning of 
perpetuity when we see the excitement of a child visiting 
our preserves or the pride exhibited by our stewardship 
team and volunteers when native habitats have been 
restored.  Thinking about the impacts these places will 
have on their lives, that these places will be protected 
for generations to come, we can’t help but be inspired to 
strive to do more and do it well.”

It is estimated that the Land Alliance team spent more than 
700 hours completing the process. With many thanks to 
them and our pro-bono legal counsel (Lisa’s husband, Gil 
Ott).

North Shore Land Alliance Re-accredited by the  
Land Trust Accreditation Commission
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On June 8th neighbors and friends 
gathered in the garden at the Pulling 
Property in Oyster Bay Cove to launch a 
community effort to acquire nearly five 
acres of very important land adjacent to 
the Red Cote Preserve.

Land Alliance President Lisa Ott 
welcomed guests and noted, “We have 
been presented with a rare opportunity 
to conserve a historic open space, 
protect our water supply in the Village 
of Oyster Bay Cove and ensure that 
this beautiful corner of our world will 
be protected in perpetuity, for the 
benefit of our community today and for 
generations to come.”

The Land Alliance has moved quickly 
to work with the Pulling family, which 
has lovingly cared for this land for 100 
years!  In February, we signed a one-
year option agreement with the family. 
The agreement gives the Land Alliance 

time to gather the community support 
needed to purchase this special parcel. 
To date, with the support of foundations 
and the Land Alliance Board, we have 
raised $600,000.

Why is the protection of this 
land so important? 

•	 �Its undeveloped natural areas en-
sure continued groundwater re-
charge at a time when the state of 
our underground aquifers is chal-
lenged by saltwater intrusion.

•	 �Its meadows and forest provide 
important habitat for plants 
and animals amid a worldwide 
biodiversity crisis.  These areas also 
sequester large amounts of carbon, 
preventing harmful emissions 
from entering the atmosphere and 
worsening the impacts of climate 
change.

•	 �Its trails expand recreational 
opportunities for our community 
and allow people important access 
to nature.

•	 �Its historic character strengthens our 
community’s connection to the past 
and the successful protection of this 
land will instill a sense of pride in the 
future.

The Land Alliance is grateful to the Pulling 
family for its commitment to preserving 
the local places and their stories that 
define the special character of our North 
Shore community. Now we are turning 
to you, the members of our community, 
to help us protect this vital place. Please 
support the Campaign to Grow the Red 
Cote Preserve. 

To learn more, contact Deb Wiener at  
deb@northshorelandalliance.org.

Campaign to Grow Red Cote Preserve



Saving Land - Spring/Summer Newsletter  20258

Environmental laws exist at every 
level of government, but some of the 
most important and impactful are 
our local town and village ordinanc-
es. These regulations can be far more 
specific and nuanced than state or 
federal laws, often differing from vil-
lage to village. More often than not, 
they help uphold important environ-
mental practices.

In Mill Neck, for example, local ordi-
nances regulate lighting, ensuring it 
isn't excessive and that it is directed 
downward. While this regulation was 
initially enacted with human quality 
of life in mind, it also has incredible 
secondary benefits for wildlife. Prop-
erly regulated lighting reduces the 
impact on nocturnal animals such 
as birds, bats, and insects, which are 
far less affected by downward fac-
ing light than by broad, scattered 

illumination. Mill Neck also prohib-
its feeding waterfowl, which, while 
seemingly harmless, can lead to 
poor nutrition, pollution, delayed mi-
gration and the spread of disease as 
the town code explains.

Over in Old Brookville, there are also 
numerous pro-environment ordi-
nances in place. Extensive wetland 
protections go above and beyond 
the regulations set by the New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation. The village also tack-
les invasive species issues, to the 
extent that property owners may be 
charged with trespass if an invasive 
species migrates from their property 
to a neighboring one.

Good town and village ordinances 
can have a positive impact on 
the environment. However, these 

laws are not set in stone and can 
be subject to change. A prime 
example is the Town of Huntington’s 
regulations regarding steep slope 
development. In 2005, the town 
enacted critical codes designed to 
protect both the environment and the 
community from the adverse effects 
of development on steep slopes. At 
that time, a steep slope was defined 
as any slope of 10% or more across a 
25-foot stretch. Now, there is a push 
to redefine what qualifies as a “steep 
slope.” Depending on the proposed 
changes, this could have drastic 
implications for the environment.

The environmental importance of 
steep slope regulations cannot 
be overstated. Steep slopes are 
highly vulnerable to erosion, and 
development only exacerbates this 
issue. Vegetation removal and soil 
disturbance during construction 
make it much harder to prevent 
natural erosion from stripping away 
valuable topsoil. With increasingly 
intense storms, the impact on slopes 
becomes even more pronounced. 
When heavy rain washes away 
topsoil, it can take decades to 
regenerate. The loss of topsoil also 
leads to the loss of fertile land and 
microorganisms, which are essential 
for growing healthy vegetation 
and maintaining natural habitats. 
Furthermore, removing plants and 
trees that are critical for stabilizing 
the soil with their root systems leaves 
these areas even more vulnerable to 
landslides and further erosion.

The ecological consequences 
extend beyond the immediate site. 

Protecting Land Through Good Local Ordinances
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Erosion from steep slopes can pollute 
nearby water sources and disrupt local 
ecosystems. Steep slopes often also 
represent ecotones, where distinct 
ecosystems or elevations meet.  These 
areas are vital for biodiversity and 
serve as transition zones for migration. 
By allowing development in these 
sensitive regions, we risk fragmenting 
populations and disrupting the natural 
flow of ecosystems.

If the definition of steep slopes is 
reduced in the Town of Huntington, it 
could open up a significant portion of 
the town to development. Under the 
current definition, nearly 60% (37,000 
acres) of the Town is classified as 
steep slopes. If the definition changes 
from 10% to 15% or, even worse 25%, 
an additional 8,000 to 18,500 acres 
could be open to development.  Please 
see  Figures 1-3 with the steep slopes 
shaded in brown. The environmental 
impact of this much development 
alone would be severe.  It would  be 
even more so when the potential 
erosion and ecological damage that 
could result from building on these 
specific sensitive areas is considered.

The good news is that these laws 
don't change without public input. 
They require the support of the 
community. Together, we can raise 
our voices to protect these vital 
areas. Ways to get involved include 
attending town council meetings, 
organizing letter writing campaigns 
and commenting at public hearings. 
Even engaging with and educating 
your neighbors can have a lasting 
impact. When we stand united, we 
can emphasize the importance of 
protecting our environment through 
strong, sustainable ordinances.

Figures 1-2

Figures 1-3
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Adopt-A-Preserve

Over the past two decades, the North Shore Land Alliance has played a vital 
role in conserving over 1,400 acres of local land, including 16 preserves 
open to the public from sunup to sundown. These preserves provide 
significant environmental and recreational benefits, offering us clean air 
and water, healthy food, habitats for wildlife and spaces for reflection and 
recreation. 

This year, we have launched a new program allowing businesses and 
community members to Adopt-a-Preserve.  Your support will help the Land 
Alliance maintain the trails, enhance wildlife habitats, manage invasive 
species, and ensure recreational opportunities for our communities.

•	 �Humes Preserve, Mill Neck - Located in the heart of a protected 
wildlife corridor with nearly five miles of walking trails.

•	 �Red Cote Preserve, Oyster Bay Cove - Open meadows teeming with 
wildlife. 

•	 �Wawapek Preserve, Cold Spring Harbor - Remnants of a historic 
estate surrounded by majestic forests.

•	 �Fox Hollow Preserve, Oyster Bay/Syosset - 26 acres of mature, mixed 
oak forest

•	 �Hope Goddard Iselin Preserve, Upper Brookville - Enchanting 
woodlands and a meadow filled with people and plants.

•	 �Roosevelt Community Garden, Roosevelt - A thriving community 
garden that provides fresh, healthy produce to the local residents.

For your sponsorship, we offer prominent on-site signage, unique 
programming, ongoing publicity, tailored volunteer opportunities, and  
the satisfaction of giving back to our community in a meaningful way. 

To learn more, contact Deb Wiener at 516-922-1028 or  
deb@northshorelandalliance.org.

Support our efforts to maintain trails, enhance wildlife 
habitats, manage invasive species and ensure recreational 
opportunities for our communities.
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This year more than 100 organizations, led by The 
Nature Conservancy, banded together in the New 
Yorkers for Clean Water and Jobs coalition to advocate 
for environmental funding.  This united effort included 
representatives from small land trusts like ours as well 
as national and regional conservation organizations, 
local governments, labor, business and other allies.  The 
goal was to make a compelling case for support from 
policymakers given the turbulent political atmosphere 
and uncertainty around federal funding and its impact on 
the state budget. This was not an easy year to advocate 
for additional environmental funding. We are pleased to 
report that thanks to these efforts, the next state budget 
includes funding for critical environmental programs that 
advance all our work and New York’s environment.  

The budget was signed on May 8th and includes the fol-
lowing highights:

•	 �Record funding of $425 million for the Environmen-
tal Protection Fund. This is a new, historic funding 
level! This program—which touches down in every 
county of New York State and every borough of New 
York City—supports land conservation, urban forestry, 
water quality improvement, stewardship and invasive 
species and pollution prevention.

•	 �Another $500 million for the Clean Water Infra-
structure Act, growing total funding for this program 
that protects water quality to $6 billion (since 2016). 
In addition to paying for upgrades to wastewater and 
drinking water infrastructure, a portion of these funds 

GOVERNMENT UPDATE

NEW YORK STATE
We Have a State Budget

support both land conservation projects that prevent 
pollution from contaminating drinking water and clean 
water septic systems that prevent nitrogen pollution.  

•	 �$290 million for capital projects that will improve 
access to nature in New York State parks and 
lands and facilities managed by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. These funds will expand 
public recreation and protect natural resources.  

•	 �$1 billion for climate mitigation and adaptation 
projects through a new Sustainable Future Program.  
These are expected to be implemented over the next 
five years.

This year, with land conservation partners, we also 
advocated for policy changes that would improve and 
modernize New York State’s land acquisition program. It 
recently has been bogged down in delays. While several 
reforms were not included in the final budget agreement, 
two improvements to the land conservation program 
were made:

•	 �An exemption for conservation land transactions 
from the Mansion Tax, a real estate transaction tax 
that increases the cost of land deals. 

•	 �$500,000 included within the EPF land conservation 
funding to reimburse land trusts for property cleanup 
costs prior to sale to the state.

Based on current news and discussions with policymakers, 
Coalition leaders think it likely that legislators and the 
Governor will be discussing budget matters again soon, 
as federal funding changes may cause state budget gaps. 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;  
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”   — Margaret Mead
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All life on Earth has one thing in common: it’s carbon-
based. Every living organism is made of carbon atoms 
and relies on this essential element to survive. But 
unfortunately, carbon, specifically carbon dioxide (CO₂), 
is also one of the main threats to our planet’s future.

CO₂ is a greenhouse gas. It’s absorbed by plants dur-
ing photosynthesis and released into the atmosphere 
through industrial processes, fossil fuel combustion and 
other human activities. As you’ve likely heard, excess CO₂ 
traps heat in the atmosphere, driving global warming and 
climate change.

The good news? Nature has already developed the most 
effective carbon-capture technology available: Plants!

Trees and other vegetation absorb and store carbon 
in their roots, trunks, branches and leaves. They lock it 
away and keep it out of the atmosphere for years or even 

centuries. Different ecosystems store carbon at different 
rates. Wetlands, for instance, are champions of carbon 
storage due to their slow decomposition rates. Grasslands 
store vast amounts of carbon underground in their roots. 
Forests vary by region: boreal forests store much of their 
carbon below ground in soil and permafrost. Tropical 
forests hold large amounts above ground but lose carbon 
quickly due to rapid decomposition. Temperate forests, 
such as those on Long Island, store substantial carbon 
above and below ground. Generally, wetter and colder 
environments are better at long-term carbon storage, 
while younger forests tend to sequester carbon more 
rapidly. Each year global forests sequester three times 
more CO₂ than is emitted by the United States, but a little 
over half of that is released back into the atmosphere 
through wildfire, logging, development and other 
disturbances.

Land Alliance preserves have a diverse mosaic of 

What Draws Carbon Out of the Air, Costs Very Little and Builds Itself?
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ecosystem types. This diversity not only enhances local 
biodiversity and resilience but also results in a wide 
variety of carbon storage strategies that work together to 
combat climate change.

Using a carbon estimation tool developed by The Nature 
Conservancy, we calculated the carbon currently stored 
in the lands we manage. Our lands hold over 40,000 
metric tons of carbon!

You may be asking yourself: “where do we keep it all?” 
Surprisingly, more than half of it is underground in the 
roots of trees and meadow grasses and in the soil. The 
rest is stored as living vegetation and woody debris. This 
fact highlights the importance of soil health, a critical 
but often overlooked factor in climate solutions. Leaving 
the leaves on the ground after they fall, preventing 
erosion and planting deep-rooted species are all ways to 
sequester carbon in the soil.

The tool also projects future carbon sequestration. By 
2070, our protected lands are expected to store an 
additional 10,000 metric tons of carbon.  This is the 
equivalent of not driving over 1.8 million miles by car… 
every year!

These numbers are more than just statistics; they 
represent real economic value. The federal government 
calculates what is called the “social cost of carbon”. This is 
the projected cost of damages that one additional ton of 
CO₂ in the atmosphere would cause. The federal number 

for this cost is $51 per ton, while many independent 
researchers argue for a higher value of $185 per ton. 
Based on these dollar amounts, Land Alliance protected 
lands will have sequestered from $8 million to $30 million 
worth of carbon by 2070.

In addition to storing carbon, trees filter the air and 
water, mitigate floods and other disasters and cool 
their surroundings. These factors are called ecosystem 
services, and they directly benefit us and reduce costs 
elsewhere in the economy. Houses surrounded by forests 
need less heating. Areas with riparian forests naturally 
filtering water spend less on treatment. Forests and 
other natural lands reduce stress, clean the air, and get 
people outside, lowering healthcare costs. By using a 
tool developed by Earth Economics and the Land Trust 
Alliance, we can calculate the cost of these services. Over 
a timeframe of 50 years, these services add up to $39 
million, bringing the total economic benefits of our lands 
up to about $70 million. 

The best part? These services are free! In a time of rising 
costs and economic uncertainty, nature continues to 
quietly and steadily give back… without a price tag.
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For over a century, Long Island has been without a large 
mammalian predator… until now. Long ago, the wolves, 
cougars, and wolverines that made their home on Long 
Island were all eradicated. The lack of any such predator 
has had far reaching effects on prey populations and 
ecological resilience. Along with clearing for farming and 
development, these changes created an open ecological 
niche that the coyote (Canis latrans) could take advantage 
of. 

Long Island represents one of the last landmasses in the 
continental United States to be colonized by coyotes. 
Unlike their western relatives, eastern coyotes possess 
genetic material from timber wolves (Canis lycaon), 
gray wolves (Canis lupus) and domestic dogs (Canis 
lupus familiaris). This hybridization occurred as western 
coyotes expanded eastward through the Great Lakes 
region, interbreeding with remnant wolf populations. 
These hybrid populations expanded five times faster than 
non-hybrid populations, which eventually allowed them 
to colonize New York.

Historically, coyotes were confined to the open plains of 
the American West. Now, with human-altered landscapes 
creating new migration routes, coyotes have expanded 
into every state, including ours. Unlike their western 
counterparts, which primarily hunt in open grasslands, 
eastern coyotes have adapted to thrive in woodlands and 
edge habitats, benefiting from their wolf ancestry.

Long Island’s first confirmed coyote sighting occurred in 
2009, when an individual coyote migrated from New York 
City. Since then, the population has slowly expanded, 
likely using railroad tracks as travel corridors. By 2014, 
coyotes had been observed on eastern Long Island, 
possibly arriving via Fishers Island to the North Fork. While 
still rare, coyotes have continued their gradual expansion, 
and researchers predict that within the next decade, they 
will be fully integrated into Long Island’s ecosystems.

These canines are primarily carnivorous but also will 
occasionally feed on berries and vegetation. Their diet 
mainly consists of small mammals, birds, raccoons, 
carcasses and garbage.  But they are also known to go 

Colonizing Coyote

Photo credit: Irene Astorga
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after deer. In the Adirondacks, studies show that coyotes 
consume deer, especially young ones, and especially 
during winter when other food is scarce. 

While there have been occasional reports of coyotes 
preying on domestic pets, such incidents are rare. 

Coyotes tend to avoid people, and you are unlikely to 
see one.

If you do see a coyote, fortunately there are simple 
precautions you can take to minimize conflicts: 

•	 �Keep pets supervised: Always leash your dogs and 
cats in public. When letting pets outside, monitor 
them closely, particularly at night.

•	 �Secure food sources: Ensure that garbage, pet food 
and compost bins are securely stored or put away.

•	 �Scare coyotes if encountered: Make yourself appear 
large, wave your arms and make loud noises to dis-
courage them from approaching.

 
Despite their ecological benefits and minimal interac-
tions with humans, some people may still fear the arrival 
of these new predators. However, coyotes are here to 
stay. Efforts to control coyote populations have proven 
largely ineffective. Their complex social structures and 
pack dynamics enable rapid population rebounds when 
individuals are removed, leading to increased breeding 
and migration.

Some suggest that instead of fearing these resilient and 
adaptive canines, we should embrace their role in our 
evolving ecosystem. By understanding and respecting 
their presence, we can safely coexist alongside coyotes.
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Butterflies are some of the most 
beautiful insects in the world. These 
enchanting creatures  seem to float 
effortlessly through the air. They 
undertake a remarkable multi-gen-
erational migration, with some trav-
eling up to 3,000 miles from breed-
ing grounds in the northern United 
States and southern Canada to over-
wintering sites in central Mexico.  

They come in all sizes and colors 
and show up in the mythology 
and folklore of many cultures 
around the world. Butterflies were 
believed to move between worlds, 
bringing messages and guidance, 
representing transformation, rebirth 
and hope. 

Today, over 60 butterfly species are 
endangered. In 2024, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service announced a 
proposed rule to list the Monarch 
butterfly as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act, accom-
panied by a critical habitat designa-
tion. Further, a recent publication 
indicates substantial probability for 
“quasi-extinction” of the Eastern 
Monarch butterfly migratory popu-
lation within 20 years if ambitious 
habitat restoration and conservation 
goals are not achieved. 

To bring awareness of the plight 
of this flagship species, we are 
declaring this the summer of the 
Monarch butterfly. We will mark the 

occasion with a series of programs 
and initiatives chock-full of lessons to 
be learned from the Monarch. 

First, Monarchs are pollinators and 
need the same habitats (native milk-
weed and other nectar flowers) as 
many other pollinators and other 
wildlife. Monarch butterflies fill the 
role of the canary in the coal mine, 
if Monarchs are threatened because 
of habitat loss many other pollinators 
and wildlife that share their habitat 
are in jeopardy as well. 

Second, the declining Monarch 
population parallels other declin-
ing pollinator populations. This in 
turn impacts human food systems, 
illustrating that Monarchs and other 
pollinators are part of a food web 
and ecosystem. Providing enough 
habitat, like milkweed for Monarchs, 
is essential in maintaining a balanced 
food web within the ecosystems that 
are critical in sustaining us.  

Building Environmental Awareness  
through the Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly
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Third, Monarchs carry out a unique 
migration, which inspires interest in 
the natural world across the entire 
continent. The fact that these insects, 
weighing no more than a paperclip, 
travel for thousands of miles to 
a destination unknown to them, 
is a phenomenon that deserves 
protection for its own sake. Their 
dramatic migration also serves as 
an amazing way to teach the next 
generation about science and caring 
for the environment. If you’ve ever 
seen a monarch caterpillar pupate, 
or an adult emerge from its chrysalis, 
you too know how amazing 
their metamorphosis is, and the 
excitement it generates in kids and 
adults alike.

Fourth, the threats to Monarchs 
presented by habitat loss, global 
warming, pesticides and predators 
are real. The availability of safe and 
quality feeding and breeding habitat 
is essential for populations but that is 
becoming increasingly hard to find. 
Every year approximately 1 billion 
pounds of pesticide is used across 
the country. An estimated 70 million 
pounds of that are used for purely 
cosmetic purposes on people’s 
lawns. Humans are making it difficult 
for pollinators to survive.

Yet, thanks to increasing awareness 
about the plight of this charismatic 
species, there is hope that by 
working together we can take the 
actions necessary to protect the 
Monarch and, in turn, the future of 
our planet.

Stay Tuned for These  
Upcoming Butterfly Initiatives

•	 �Thanks to a grant from the New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program, we will build a butterfly house and garden at Wawapek.  
This project will include harvesting native milkweed seeds, growing 
them in the greenhouse and hosting planting days in the garden. 
Volunteers welcomed!

•	 �Summer and Fall Monarch Walks for Families featuring the life 
cycle of the Monarch with hands on experiences identifying eggs on 
milkweed, caterpillars or, if lucky, a pupa hanging by a thread. 

•	 �Butterfly Release at the Land Alliance Family Picnic Day on 
Sunday, October 19th at Wawapek Preserve in Cold Spring Harbor. 

•	 �Save the Monarch Campaign utilizing I-Naturalist for reporting with 
SWAG giveaways awarded to families who plant milkweed in their 
gardens. 

•	 �Citizen Science in schools utilizes student volunteers to make 
presentations to their peers, encourage volunteerism and activism.
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Upcycling, defined as creatively re-
purposing materials into something 
of higher value or quality, offers an 
alternative approach to managing 
plastic waste. Given the challenges 
of recycling, especially with plas-
tics, and the expectation that plas-
tic waste will reach 360 million tons 
in 2025 alone, the North Country 
Garden Club is stepping up. The 
club aims to collect 1,000 pounds 
of clean, dry plastic film, including 
pallet wrap, stretch film, grocery 

and bread bags, water bottle over-
wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspa-
per sleeves, produce bags, plastic 
shipping envelopes and most other 
thin-film plastics. The collected plas-
tic will be turned into a bench made 
from 95% recycled materials, giving 
new purpose to items that would 
otherwise end up in landfills. 

1,000 pounds diverted from land-
fills—one meaningful stride toward a 
sustainable future.

If you are interested in learning 
more, please email North Country 
Garden Club at northcountry@ncgc.
org.

Microplastics have dominated headlines for their potential 
dangers in recent years. A new study in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) reveals why 
experts are sounding the alarm.

Drawing on over 157 scientific studies, the researchers 
used AI to uncover patterns in how microplastics impact 
plant life. They found that microplastics can reduce 
photosynthesis in land plants and algae by 7% to 12%, 
potentially leading to crop yield losses of 4% to 14% 
in essential staples like rice, wheat and maize. Larger 
microplastics tend to accumulate in the soil, while much 
smaller particles can become airborne and be absorbed 

directly into plant cells—some so tiny that 10,000 of them 
could fit inside a single cell.

Microplastics are everywhere in part because they’re so 
hard to recycle—and in 2025 alone, they’re expected to 
contribute around 360 million tons of solid waste. 

The Limits of Recycling in Tackling Waste 

The bulk of plastic wastes are currently landfilled, incin-
erated or allowed to accumulate in the environment. 
Traditional plastic recycling by mechanical methods is 
inadequate as a waste management strategy because it 
can only accept limited types of plastics (mainly bottles 
of PET and HDPE), which represent less than 12% of post-
consumer plastic waste. 

In addition, mechanical recycling methods cannot easily 
process flexible plastics and food packaging, which 
represent roughly 35% of plastics currently produced. 
Because large-scale recycling systems are lacking, more 
waste ends up in landfills or is burned for energy—both 
of which use up precious land and release greenhouse 
gases.

One Plastic Bag at a Time: Small Actions, Big Impact

Turning Trash into Treasure: 
North Country Garden Club Takes on Plastic Upcycling
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John P. Humes Japanese Stroll Garden 2025 Season Opening

Scores of visitors from across Long Island and New York City ushered in the John P. Humes Japanese Stroll Garden’s 2025 
season at its opening on May 3rd.  Blue skies and sunshine graced the event, generating smiles all around.  The Garden, 
lovingly tended and readied for opening by manager Mary Schmutz and her steadfast crew of volunteers, was aglow 
with colorful Azalea and Jack-in-the-pulpit blooms.  Visitors sampled tasty Japanese snacks as Shakuhachi Grandmaster 
Daniel Nyoraku Soergel’s soothing bamboo flute tones emanated from the spotless Tea House and beyond.  In other 
words, a good time was had by all on this much-loved weekend.   

Thank you to the Friends of the John P. 
Humes Japanese Stroll Garden

Because of the generous support of our Friends group, 
more than 4,000 visitors experienced the beauty 
and tranquility of the Garden last year. Their ongoing 
commitment is essential to keeping the Garden open and 
flourishing for the community and future generations. As 
a token of our appreciation, all programs are offered free 
of charge to our Friends.

If you would like to become a Friend of the Stroll  
Garden, visit www.northshorelandalliance.org/
friends-of-the-humes-japanese-stroll-garden
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Summer Programs

Butterflies, Birds &  
Habitats Talk
June 26th, 5:30PM  
Old Westbury Gardens 
Presented by Rick Cech
Beginning birders are aware of the 
close link between “target” bird spe-
cies and habitats. Like birds, butter-
flies also have key habitat affiliations. 
The features that define these habi-
tats may vary widely from elements 
required by individual species, even 
where they co-exist in the same loca-
tion. This program will explore these 
subtleties, with an emphasis on the 
US East Coast.

Paddle Cold Spring Harbor
July 8th, 5:30PM 
Shore Road Sanctuary 
Led by Peter Martin and  
Don Niddrie and Co-listed with the 
Eagle Dock Beach Club
Join us for an evening paddle along 
the historic Cold Spring Harbor and 
immerse yourself in the charm of this 
location.

Bird Identification Walk 
July 12th, 9AM 
Red Cote Preserve 
Led by Stephane Perreault,  
Greentree Foundation
Learn about bird identification and 
breeding behaviors as we walk 
through Red Cote’s fields and wood-
lands.

Berry Foraging (Kids Activity)
July 14th, 2PM
Wawapek Preserve
Led by the O’Neil Stewards
Join us for an exploration through 
Wawapek, discovering native plants 
and learning about the vibrant 
ecosystem that thrives here. But that’s 
not all! Bring along your containers 
because we’ll also be visiting our 
very own blueberry enclosure, where 
you can pick and enjoy delicious 
homegrown blueberries!

Bird Watching (Kids Activity)
July 15th, 10AM 
Wawapek Preserve 
Led by the O’Neil Stewards  
Young Explorers will learn the basics 
of bird watching and how to identify 
a few common backyard birds. 

Bird Watching (Kids Activity) 
July 16th, 10AM 
Humes Preserve 
Led by the O’Neil Stewards
Young Explorers will learn the basics 
of bird watching and how to identify 
a few common backyard birds. 

Tree Identification (Kids Activity) 
July 17th, 2PM 
Wawapek Preserve
Young Explorers will learn how to 
identify common trees.

Tree Identification (Kids Activity) 
July 18th, 2PM  
Humes Preserve 
Led by the O’Neil Stewards
Young Explorers will learn how to 
identify common trees.

Twice Is Nice
July 23rd, 5:30PM
Humes Preserve 
Presented by John Turner
Using water again for some beneficial 
purpose before discharge - has the 
potential to be an important water 
quality and quantity strategy to help 
protect Long Island’s vulnerable sole 
source aquifer. It is a tried-and-true 
strategy in many other communities 
in the United States. This discussion 
will talk about the value of current 
reuse projects and the potential 
water reuse has.  

SUMMER AND FALL PROGRAMS
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Japanese Tales and Haiku 
July 26th, 3PM
Humes Japanese Stroll Garden 
Led by Karen De Mauro
Stroll through the Garden, accompa-
nied by captivating Japanese stories, 
inspiring anecdotes and much more. 

Habitat Restoration Walk
August 2nd, 9AM 
Williams Ridge Preserve
Learn about Williams Ridge Preserve 
and see first-hand how it has evolved 
since our last walk!

Bonsai Exhibit  
August 2nd, 10AM &  
August 3rd, 1PM
Humes Japanese Stroll Garden 
Led by Hal Johnson, Long Island 
Bonsai Society
Join us for this bonsai exhibit, featur-
ing a variety of examples on display.

Return of Woody the Woodpecker
August 15th, 10:30AM
Humes Preserve 
Presented by John Turner
The Pileated Woodpecker, the largest 
woodpecker in the northeastern 
United States and the woodpecker 
of Woody Woodpecker fame, was 
once common on Long Island but 
disappeared for about a century due 
to habitat loss and the logging of 
older deciduous forests. This lecture 
will provide an overview of this 
iconic species and focus on recent 
sightings on Long Island and what 
these sightings may mean for the 
species recovery here.  

Stone Bridge Nighthawk Watch
September 13th, 5:30PM
Stone Bridge, Setauket
Led by John Turner 
Join the Land Alliance during the 
Four Harbors Audubon Annual Stone 
Bridge Nighthawk Watch.

Volunteer Beach Cleanup
September 14th, 1PM
Shore Road Sanctuary
Bring your family and join us for a 
beach cleanup at our Shore Road 
Sanctuary in Cold Spring Harbor.

Summer NATURE Activities for Kids! 
From July 14th to 18th, we invite kids ages 8-13 to join us for a week of outdoor 
fun with the Land Alliance O’Neil Stewards!  Each day offers a new outdoor 
adventure designed to spark curiosity and foster a love for nature. These kid-
friendly activities are the perfect way to get your child outdoors, learning and 
having fun! Advance registration required!  www.northshorelandalliance.
org/events.
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Fall Programs 

Gardener’s Horticultural Tour
September 21st, 11AM
Humes Japanese Stroll Garden 
Led by Mary Schmutz
Learn about the how’s and why’s 
of the Stroll Garden’s plantings as 
well as the hardscape of this unique 
garden.

Paddle Oyster Bay Harbor  
September 21st, 2PM
Centre Island Beach 
Led by Peter Martin
During this fall paddle in Oyster Bay 
Harbor, explore the marine habitat, 
serving as a home for over 25 species 
of waterfowl and a diverse aquatic 
ecosystem. 

Wine Auction & Dinner  
September 27th, 6PM 
Location to be announced
Save the Date for our annual fall gala 
to support our conservation efforts.

Fall Migratory Bird Walk
October 4th,  9AM
Humes Preserve 
Led by Jennifer Wilson Pines, 
North Shore Audubon
Jennifer will guide us in a search of 
fall bird arrivals that may include 
kinglets, some warblers, sparrows, 
hawks, Rusty Blackbirds, towhees – 
the list goes on!

Japanese Tea Ceremony
October 4th, 3:30PM
Humes Japanese Stroll Garden
Led by Omotesenke Domonkai  
Eastern Region
Experience the art of traditional 
Japanese tea preparation and serving 
as skilled practitioners, dressed in 
kimono, guide you through a serene 
and mindful ceremony.

Challenges Facing 
Aquatic Mammals
October 16th, 4PM 
Education Annex, Humes Preserve
Presented by Steve Abbondondelo  
New York Marine Rescue Center
Cold stunning is a condition similar to 
hypothermia that is brought on when 
cold-blooded sea turtles are in water 
temperatures below 50°F.  Since 
cold stunning slows the movements 
of afflicted turtles, it causes the 
animals to get washed ashore on 
New York beaches. Left unnoticed, 
this condition can become fatal. This 
is why the New York Marine Rescue 
Center (NYMRC) needs your help! 

Annual Family Picnic
October 19th, 2PM  
Wawapek Preserve
Join us for a fun-filled afternoon fea-
turing live music, delicious food and 
engaging activities for the whole 
family!

Annual Members Meeting
November 15th, 11AM
Tavern House, Humes Preserve
Members are invited to join us for 
our annual members meeting and 
election of Trustees.

Fall Nature Walk
November 16th, 1PM 
Seminary of the  
Immaculate Conception 
Led by Richard Weir
Richard will guide us through 
the recently protected 216-acre 
Seminary property focusing on its 
mature forest, wetlands and fields. 

Holiday Decoration Workshop
December 5th, 3PM  
Tavern House, Humes Preserve 
Led by Darcy McDowell
Get into the holiday spirit and learn 
how to create your own beautiful 
wreath from locally sourced fresh-
cut greens.

Walk the Walking Dunes
December 6th, 11AM
Hither Hills State Park 
Led by Vicki Bustamante 
Co-listed with Third House 
Nature Center, Inc. and the  
Long Island Botanical Society
Explore Hither Hills State Park’s 80-
foot parabolic dunes, rare plants, the 
Phantom Forest, and hidden bogs.

Advance registration is required. 
Event dates and times are subject to 
change.  

For more event details or to  
register, visit our website at 
www.northshorelandalliance.org/
events.
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The 2025 growing season began long before the first 
signs of spring. In February, residents from throughout 
Nassau County began registering for raised-garden plots 
for the upcoming season (April – November). We are 
thrilled to see that many of last year’s garden members 
have returned, joined by some exciting new participants. 
We’re also proud to announce that all garden plots have 
been sold, setting the stage for a vibrant and productive 
season ahead.

On March 28th, under the leadership of Darcy McDowell, 
Associate Director of Stewardship, and Carter Rogan, 
Volunteer Coordinator, volunteers and staff gathered at 
the Wawapek greenhouse to assist with starting seedlings. 
Crops such as tomatoes, collard greens, peppers and 
thyme were planted and will be transferred to the Garden 
during our Annual Planting Day in May.

On April 25th, after rescheduling due to rain, we officially 
welcomed the season with our annual Earth Day event 
in the Garden. 30 dedicated volunteers joined us for 
a successful garden cleanup. From weeding to tidying 

up garden beds, the hard work and enthusiasm of the 
volunteers were instrumental in getting our community 
garden ready for the growing season. A heartfelt thank 
you goes out to everyone who contributed their time 
and energy—your support makes all the difference in the 
continued success of our garden!

We hosted our Annual Square Foot Gardening 
demonstration and Annual Planting Day on May 10th. 
Led by Master Gardener Reese Michaels from Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Nassau County, participants 
learned how to divide their garden space into 1-foot 
by 1-foot squares, each dedicated to a specific plant. 
This method is ideal for maximizing space, conserving 
water and minimizing weeding. After the demonstration, 
garden members dug in by planting the seedlings started 
in our greenhouse.

We’re looking forward to another bountiful season of 
food, learning and community, never forgetting the 
vital connection between protecting land and our food 
sources.  

The 2025 Season Has Begun at Our Community Garden

Annual Earth Day Event and Season Kick-Off Annual Square Foot Gardening Demonstration & Planting Day
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Succotash Garden (Coming Soon)

In 2024, we had the pleasure of meeting Nailah Garad, 
a recent graduate of the Yale School of Environmental 
Management. She shared her vision for establishing an 
urban food forest on a parcel of land in Roosevelt where 
her family hosts a food pantry. We provided guidance on 

how to create and manage a successful garden. But it 
was Nailah’s passion and deep-rooted commitment to 
giving back to her community that will  make the project 
work.

Since then, Nailah has been busy organizing volunteers, 
securing grants and preparing the area for planting. She 
has participated in Land Alliance workshops to deepen 
her knowledge of sustainable gardening practices and 
planted seeds that will be grown in her garden this sea-
son.

Succotash Garden will provide a another sustainble 
source of fresh, organically grown vegetables, herbs and 
fruits for the food pantry.The inclusion of native trees and 
shrubs will support wildlife and enrich biodiversity.

The RCG, VSCG and Succotash Gardens are shining 
examples of the power of community-driven projects to 
promote sustainability, food security and environmental 
stewardship. If you are interested in starting a community 
garden, the Land Alliance is here to help.  Contact Andrea 
Millwood andrea@northshorelandalliance.org.

Valley Stream Community Garden 
In 2019, New York State Assemblywoman Michaelle C. 
Solages visited the Land Alliance’s Roosevelt Community 
Garden (RCG). She wanted  to learn about our programs 
and processes in hopes of initiating a similar project in 
her district. 

This year, the Village of Valley Stream celebrated the 
grand opening of the Valley Stream Community Garden 
(VSCG). The ribbon cutting ceremony marked the culmi-
nation of years of thoughtful planning, dedication and 
hard work.

Located across from 200 E. Hawthorne Avenue in Val-
ley Stream, the VSCG features 20 raised garden plots to 
grow food, a bioswale designed to help manage storm-
water runoff and six additional raised plots to cultivate 
food for the local LI Cares Food Pantry.

New Community Gardens on the Horizon
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Volunteers for Open Space Program

We are proud to report that we’ve welcomed more than 80 new people to the team this year. In just a few short months, 
our volunteers have contributed over 600 hours of their precious time. From hours of pulling vines and weeding inva-
sives to walking boundaries and surveying wildlife, their help is critical to the success of the many incredible projects 
we take on. 

Whether they started last week or have been with us for twenty years, whether they show up every week or just give an 
afternoon, we’re deeply grateful for their time and energy. We truly couldn’t do it without them!

Paul has been a dedicated vol-
unteer with the Land Alliance for 
nearly five years. Armed with his 
trusty chainsaw and a deep knowl-
edge of arboriculture, Paul is our 
go-to person whenever a tree 

falls across a trail or something 
needs to be safely taken down. 
His efforts help keep our forests 
safe and accessible, ensuring that 
community members can enjoy 
the trails without climbing over 
fallen logs or worrying about un-
stable trees.

Even while still working, Paul 
never hesitates to lend a hand 
when called. He arrives in his 
well-stocked van, prepared for 
any situation with ropes, wedges, 
log hooks, and even an extra 
chainsaw, just in case. Watching 

him work is a joy; he makes cutting 
through large logs look like slicing 
through butter.

Paul’s immense knowledge and 
experience with tree work shines 
through in everything he does. 
He has become an invaluable part 
of our volunteer team, and we’re 
incredibly grateful for the passion, 
skill and reliability he brings to the 
Land Alliance.

Thank you, Paul, for all that you do 
for the Land Alliance. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Paul Silchenstedt
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Organizations Lend a Hand   
for Earth Day
Earth Day serves as a reminder to 
give back to the planet that gives us 
so much every single day. While we 
at the Land Alliance celebrate the 
Earth all year round, April 22nd gives 
us an opportunity to work with the 
community and dedicate our time to 
clean up our planet. 

This year the Land Alliance hosted 
a cleanup event at Roosevelt 
Preserve. This 60-acre Nassau 
County owned strip of forest tucked 
behind Meadowbrook Parkway 
is a wonderful forest for hiking, 
birdwatching or walking along the 
creek. Unfortunately, it is also overrun 
with trash, litter and invasive species.

To tackle theses issues, we partnered 
with Racanelli Construction Company 
and the Cerebral Palsy Association 
of Nassau County (whose facility 
is located next to the preserve). 

Thanks to the generosity and hard 
work of Racanelli, which provided 
its tools, resources and team, and 
the enthusiastic participation of 
Cerebral Palsy Association members 
and staff, the Roosevelt Preserve got 
the care it deserves. Together, in just 
a few hours, volunteers removed an 
astounding 120 pounds of trash from 
the forest and creek. The team pulled 
out plastic bottles, food wrappers, 
old clothing, cardboard and even 
an abandoned foam mattress. Their 
efforts not only restored the natural 
beauty of the land but also helped 
protect wildlife and water quality in 
the preserve. 

While working, nearby wildlife came 
out to celebrate Earth Day with us. 
Volunteers were treated to turtles 
basking on logs, ducks swimming 
in the creek, and songbirds singing 
overhead. We at the Land Alliance, 
and evidently nature itself, are 
extremely thankful to Racanelli 

Construction Company and the 
Cerebral Palsy Association members 
and staff for their efforts on this 
project. 

Volunteers Tackle Invasive 
Species 
Every June, New York participates in 
Invasive Species Awareness Week 
(NYIASW). This event runs the first 
week of June and serves as a time to 
learn more about and participate in 
invasive species related activities. At 
the Land Alliance we are quite familiar 
with them as invasives are present at 
every one of our preserves! This year 
we will be holding public volunteer 
days during the NYISAW at three of 
our preserves. 

On Tuesday, June 3rd, we removed 
the aquatic invasive myriophyllum at 
our Williams Ridge preserve.  On June 
4th and 6th we removed the invasive 
mile-a-minute vine at our Humes 
Preserve and Cushman Woods. This 
annual vine grows extremely fast and 
can quickly smother our meadows.   
On June 14th and 28th, we will host 
two additional invasive removal days 
at Humes and Cushman Woods led 
by our O’Neil stewards.

Racanelli Construction Co. and Cerebral Palsy Association of Nassau County at Roosevelt Preserve 
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Local Schools Take Action
Each year, the Land Alliance is fortunate to work with 
dedicated student volunteers from a variety of schools 
and organizations across Long Island. This year, we’ve 
been joined by the FIRST Robotics Competition Team 
353, The POBots, the Jericho High School Environmental 
Club, students from The Stony Brook School and Boy 
Scouts of America Troop 689.

Winter is an ideal time for vine removal before new plant 
growth begins, and these student groups were eager to 
help. Invasive vines can severely damage trees by girdling 
their trunks, trapping moisture that leads to rot and adding 
weight that may cause trees to fall. Removing them is a 

simple, impactful and satisfying task for volunteers of all 
ages. There’s nothing quite like the feeling of pulling a 30-
foot vine from a tree and watching the branches bounce 
back into place.

These efforts are essential to the health of our forests and 
the safety of our trails. They also give young people a 
chance to connect with nature and learn how to care for 
their local environment. Plus, it’s a fun way to spend time 
outdoors with friends while making a real difference.

To all the students who have come out to support our 
work this year, thank you. We look forward to continuing 
our efforts together. The trees, and all of us at the Land Al-
liance, appreciate you.

Volunteer With Us!  

Do you want to work outside, meet some cool people 
and learn about our natural world? Do you like to help 
others, help our wildlife and help our planet? Do you 
need community service hours or want to use your 
time in a meaningful way? If so, the Land Alliance is 
always looking for new volunteers. 

To learn more about our volunteer program or to 
sign up, visit www.northshorelandalliance.org. 

Jericho High School Environmental Club at Cushman Woods Wheatley High School Students at Wawapek Greenhouse
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This spring, the Land Alliance 
forged two strong partnerships with 
Friends Academy in Locust Valley 
and East Woods School in Oyster 
Bay to expand students’ access to 
nature both on their campuses and 
beyond.  As Sir David Attenborough 
once said, “If children don’t 
grow up knowing about nature 
and appreciating it, they will not 
understand it, and if they don’t 
understand it, they won’t protect it.” 
In our ecological climate, engaging 
the next generation is essential 
to repairing our relationship with 
nature. 

At Friends, outdoor education 
programs for students (up to fourth 
grade) have long been a part of 
their curricula, and it shows.  When 
talking with them, it was very clear 
that the seeds of a meaningful 

connection with nature had already 
been planted. 

In 2023, the Land Alliance acquired 
Saunders Preserve, connected to 
Friends learning forest through a 
pre-existing trail network. In March, 
Associate Steward Carter Rogan 
led Friends  seventh graders on 
a tour through Saunders Woods. 
After studying disturbance and 
adaptation in the classroom and 
surveying their own campus forest, 
students used iPads with species 
identification apps to document 
the biodiversity at Saunders. Carter 
introduced them to key species 
and ecological concepts before 
letting them observe, record and 
experience the forest firsthand. As 
the Academy’s Dean of Innovation, 
Daniel Mendel puts it: “The 
collaboration between Friends 

Collaboration with Neighboring Schools

Photo credit: Friends Academy

Academy and the North Shore Land 
Alliance deeply resonates with our 
Quaker values of environmental 
stewardship and community-
building. This unique partnership 
offers students real-world learning 
experiences exploring biodiversity, 
engaging in meaningful service, and 
working alongside conservation 
professionals, solidifying our shared 
commitment to protecting the earth. 
We are particularly excited about 
the potential for our students to 
contribute directly to the Alliance’s 
conservation efforts, making tangible 
impacts on our local environment.

At a higher level, seniors at Friends are 
required to complete an independent 
service project (ISP). Three students 
have signed up to do their service 
work at Saunders Woods. Over the 
course of three weeks, they will 
work on invasive species removal, 
trail creation and overall preserve 
management. 

In Oyster Bay, a similar initiative is 
sprouting at East Woods school. Their 
campus is fortunate to have dozens 
of acres of forest, but access remains 
limited. The Land Alliance will soon 
begin working with students and staff 
to create trails through their wood-
land, expanding usability, increasing 
connectivity to nearby green spaces 
and providing more outdoor learning 
opportunities. 

The Land Alliance is proud to be part 
of this journey, ensuring that Long Is-
land’s environment is in good hands 
with the next generation. 
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Growing in the Greenhouse

The restoration of the Wawapek greenhouse is finally com-
plete. This is the first spring we’re able to grow in the fully 
refurbished greenhouse. You might remember that last 
year, despite the ongoing construction, we were able to 
grow over 2,000 native plants that were used in our pre-
serves and donated to other organizations.

2024 was a great growing year, and this year we plan to 
grow even more. Last fall the seeds of 25 native wildflower 
and grass species were sown into trays to cold stratify over 
the winter. Most of these seeds were selected for specific 
projects occurring in Land Alliance preserves. For example, 
we are growing Little Blue Stem and Broomsedge grasses 

for the mugwort management sites in the Humes Meadow.  
We also have three different species of milkweed growing 
for a new, all milkweed demo garden that will soon be 
installed at Wawapek in support of our Monarch program. 
This year we’re also growing vegetables for our community 
garden in Roosevelt including tomatoes, a variety of 
peppers, collard greens, lettuce, cabbage and herbs. 

These growing efforts would not be possible without the 
help of our amazing volunteers who planted all the veg-
etable seeds and transplanted the individual seedlings 
from the seed starting trays into plug trays. It’s a delicate 
job but our volunteers are up to it! 



Saving Land - Spring/Summer Newsletter  202530

Pierre Gonthier Pierre brings over four decades of international business leadership to the 
Land Alliance, as the Owner and Manager of Dalton Cooper, a globally recognized equipment 
export management company based in Locust Valley. 

Born in Sainte-Croix, Switzerland, Pierre attended engineering school before beginning his pro-
fessional career in Vienna, Austria. In 1975, he moved to New York City, where he later founded 
Dalton Cooper. For the past 35 years, Pierre has resided in Old Brookville, where he has been 
an engaged member of the local community. 

Pierre currently serves on the Executive Committee of the North Shore Wildlife Sanctuary where he has been an engaged 
volunteer for 10+ years.  He is also on the Board of the Locust Valley Cemetery and serves as Road Commissioner for 
the Village of Old Brookville.  He and his wife, Paula Valentine Gonthier, have been married for 45 years and are proud 
parents of three adult children and grandparents to three young grandchildren.

With his extensive global experience, technical acumen and deep commitment to community service, Pierre brings a 
unique and valuable perspective to the Land Alliance.

Aidan Riley - Aidan is currently a student at Baylor University, working towards a degree in 
Environmental Science. His volunteer experience includes working at local farms, removing 
invasive species and laying trails in Maine. 

2025 O’Neil Conservation Stewards
This invaluable program is made possible through the generosity of the 

William C.and Joyce C. O’Neil Charitable Trust and Trustees Hollis F. Russell and John C. Crabill.

Land Alliance Newest Trustee

Elisa Busse 
Elisa is an undergraduate student at Hofstra University working towards a degree in biology. 
She grew up in Glen Head, New York, and has spent much of her life enjoying the parks and 
nature preserves that Long Island has to offer. 

McAuley Carrol - McAuley is a recent graduate of the University of South Carolina with a 
degree in biological sciences. Last summer, he worked as a Shorebird Technician with the NYS 
Parks Department, where he gained hands-on experience monitoring nesting sites, banding 
birds and collecting important field data. 

Eileen McLaughlin - Eileen is a recent graduate of Villanova University with a degree in 
Environmental Science. Her prior experience includes working on organic farms in Australia, 
building oyster farms on Long Island and monitoring heavy metals within streams in the 
Philadelphia area. 
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The Humes Preserve invites both companionship and 
solitude, a place where families gather, or individuals 
wander in quiet introspection. With its peaceful natural 
surroundings, this serene setting where art and nature 
intertwine invites you to see the world through a creative 
lens.

We’re delighted to present our rotating photography 
exhibit in the Preserve’s Welcome Hut. Every six weeks, 
a new artist captures the essence of the living landscape 
through their lens. Each artist brings a fresh perspective: 
some capture the delicate architecture of a single leaf, 
while others frame landscapes with the bold energy of 

a painter’s brushstroke. Some find reverence in stillness; 
others trace the vibrant chaos of color and movement. 
Together, their work reminds us that nature is never just 
scenery, it’s a living story waiting to be seen in infinite 
ways.

This season, we will feature works by Jan Guga, Gary 
Janosick, Don Nedbalsky and Olivia Peng, with more 
artists to come.  Join us in celebrating the power of 
photography to deepen our bond with the natural world 
one image at a time.  For dates, please visit our website at 
www.northshorelandalliance.org.

Jan Guga - A Sea Cliff native, Jan’s passion for photography began at age eight. While serving in the U.S. Army, 
he documented marine life in the South China Sea. After returning home, he spent 25 years capturing the natural 
beauty of Long Island.  His work reflects a quiet patience and deep appreciation for the rhythms of the natural world.

Gary Janosick - Born in Albertson and inspired by a lifelong love of art, Gary has been photographing the world 
around him for over 60 years. A minimalist at heart, he’s drawn to the quiet poetry of old estates being reclaimed by 
nature. Known as Gary Longshadow for his predawn photography, he prefers the stillness of the blue hour—when 
the world is hushed and bathed in a soft, ethereal light.

Don Nedbalsky - A lifelong nature enthusiast and biology graduate of SUNY Geneseo, Don began photographing 
the outdoors after retiring in 2020 from a career in medical device sales. His volunteer work with North Shore 
Land Alliance, the LI Greenbelt Conference and Save the Great South Bay keeps him connected to Long Island’s 
landscapes and wildlife. With a keen eye for birds, trees and the wildlife making a comeback like Eagles and River 
Otter, Don captures nature’s quiet resilience through his lens.

Olivia Peng - A junior at Friends Academy, Olivia joined the Land Alliance as a volunteer photographer earlier this 
year. Her photography is a personal way of connecting with nature, capturing the quiet beauty of the preserves and 
sharing moments of stillness and wonder through her lens.

Photography Exhibit: Discover Nature Through a New Lens

About the Artists
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On a crisp winter Friday in February, 
the North Shore Land Alliance host-
ed a Paddle Tournament and Party at 
the Paddle Hut at Piping Rock Club. 
Friends gathered for an evening of 
lively round-robin matches, camara-
derie and community, all while en-
joying the fresh winter air. Guests sa-
vored a chili bar, light bites and craft 
cocktails around the cozy fire pit. Our 
silent auction, donated by generous 
supporters, featured fabulous items, 
including gourmet cheese boards, 
a paddle bag from We Are Poolside 
and native plants cultivated by our 
Land Alliance stewardship team.

From beginners to seasoned players, 
everyone was "all in" for friendly 
competition, with party-only guests 

relaxing on plush (and warm) sofas 
inside the hut. Special thanks to 
Gussie, Piping's Paddle Pro, for 
expertly organizing the tournament 
and pairing players.

Dessert was a fireside s’mores board, 
enjoyed as guests watched the thrill-
ing final match. Megan Grgas and 
John McMillin emerged victorious, 
earning the title of 2025 champions.

It was a memorable evening that 
connected new members with long-
time supporters and reaffirmed that 
the outdoors nourishes the soul in all 
seasons. We look forward to host-
ing this event again next winter and 
hope you can join us!

With special thanks to our Paddle 
Event Committee: Nikki Boulukos, 
Julia and Dan DeRoulet,  Carolina 
and Diego Fuschetto, Megan Grgas, 
Milena and D.R. Holmes. 

Winter Paddle Party:  
An Evening of Sport, Camaraderie and Community

Winners: John McMillin and Megan Grgas
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$100,000+
Anderson Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Hoyle C. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Radford W. Klotz
Estate of Robert G. Merrill,  
    Mrs. Lynn Merrill Gray
Paul & Maxine Frohring 
    Foundation
Roderick Hepburn Cushman 
    Revocable Trust
The Nature Conservancy

$50,000 to $99,999
Achelis Foundation & 
    The Bodman Foundation, 
    Mr. Oliver Grace, Trustee
Ainslie Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Geddes, Jr.
Land Trust Alliance
M. Sullivan General Pooled Fund
OBX, INC.
Mr. and Mrs. Wright Ohrstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Vultaggio
William C. and Joyce C. O’Neil 
   Charitable Trust, Mr. Hollis 
   F. Russell and John C. Crabill,  
  Trustees

$10,000 to $49,999
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Abbott
Dr. Michael Alexiades and  
 Dr. Patricia Buonocore
Mr. and Mrs. John Amante
Mrs. Gabrielle Ayoub
The Bahnik Foundation
Ms. Dori Beckhard
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Boulukos
Mr. and Mrs. Gib Chapman
R & V Cushman Fund of the  
    Community Foundation of  
    Jackson Hole
Ms. Susan Cutting
Del Vecchio Family Foundation,  
  Mr. and Mrs. Claudio Del Vecchio
Donald and Marilyn Keough  
  Foundation, Mr. and Mrs.  
  Clarke R. Keough
Dooley Family Foundation
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dubuque
Frederic R. Coudert Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Gardiner
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Goodwin
Mrs. Lynn Merrill Gray
 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Hall
Ike, Molly & Steven Elias  
    Foundation, Mr. Martin Elias
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Lieber
Makowski Trust,  
    David C. Smith, Trustee 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marino
McLaughlin & Stern, LLP
Moore Charitable Foundation,  
    Ms. Gabrielle Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Morgan
Ms. Lucia Nuzzi-Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Overstrom
Mr. Nicholas Paumgarten
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Gonthier
Mr. and Mrs. Brahm Pillai
Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation
AllAboutLearning Fund, 
   In honor of Helene Comfort
Mrs. Linda Riefler and  
    Mr. Christopher Boyatt
Stewart Title Insurance Company,  
   Mr. Jack Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Walsh
The Weekes Family Foundation,  
   Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Weekes III
Ms. Pamela Wicksel-Zayer

$5,000 to $9,999
1919 Investment Counsel, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Albanese
The Alice Lawrence Foundation Inc.,  
    Mr. and Mrs. David First
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Anthony
Dr. Cecilia Artacho Oh and 
    Mr. Kenney Oh
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Baron
Mr. and Mrs. Millet Bartoul
Ms. Rosemary Bourne
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Carroll
Mr. Camaron W. Cassidy
Colonial Wire & Cable, Inc.,  
     Mr. and Mrs. Tom Walsh
Cove Private Wealth, LLC,  
    Mr. Joseph Capezza
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Cron
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Gaudreau, III
The Haverford Trust Company
Herbert L. Smith III Family Fund,  
    Mrs. Victoria Walsh and  
     Mr. Herb Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hopkinson
Hugh O’Kane Electric Company,  
   Inc., Mr. and Mrs. John O’Kane

2024 DONORS REPORT
 

We are deeply grateful to all who contributed to the Land Alliance in 2024.   
Your support was instrumental in advancing our land conservation efforts and 

facilitating educational programs.  
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Mr. and Mrs. William Joel
Mrs. Victoria Reese
Mr. and Mrs. Ragnar M. Knutsen
Mrs. Roni Kohen-Lemle and 
    Mr. Robert Lemle
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Krasnoff
Laurie Landeau Foundation, LLC, 
    Dr. Laurie J. Landeau
Mr. Patrick H. Mackay
Mr. Paul J. Mateyunas
Mr. and Mrs. Prakash Melwani
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Miller
Mrs. Martha E McGarry and  
    Mr. Garfield L. Miller, III
Mr. and Mrs. Allen I. Newman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank O’Keefe
Mr. and Mrs. John Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Pash
Mrs. Patricia Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Piana
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Quinn
R.K. Mellon Family Foundation
Mr. Christopher Randolf and  
   South Street Partners
Ms. Augusta Reese Donohue and 
   Mr. Mark Donohue
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. Schuville
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Segarra
Mrs. Fern Senior and  
   Mrs. Kristin Thomas-Senior
Sterling Affair
Mr. and Mrs. David Taylor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Tomenson, III
Anonymous Donor
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Voris
Whitman Harsh Foundation
Mr. and Ms. Timothy Williams
Youngs Farm

$1,000 to $4,999
Aboffs Paints
Ms. Linda P. Allen and  
    F. Town Allen Charitable Gift  
    Fund, Ms. Emily T. Allen 
Alti Tiedemann Global
Americana Manhasset &  
    Fifth Avenue of Long Island 
    Realty Associates,  
    In honor of Frank Castagna

Ann Eden Woodward Foundation
Mr. and Ms. Matthew Arcati
Mr. and Mrs. John Argenti
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ayres
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Bahr
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Barnes
Ms. Caroline E. Bassett
Mr. and Mrs. Ridgely Beale

Ben and Polly Duke Charitable  
   Fund, Mr. P. Benjamin DeWitt Duke
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Benjamin
The Nicholls Biondi Foundation,  
    Mrs. Jamie Nicholls and 
    Mr. Francis Biondi
Mrs. Naomi Black and  
    Mr. John Bralower
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Blohm
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bonebrake
Mr. and Mrs. Hans E. Bosch
Brent Neale Jewelry
Mr. Paul Brezinski
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brooks
Bur Oak Foundation,  
    Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Peel
Mr. and Mrs. James Burger
Mr. and Mrs. William Butler,  
    In honor of Patrick Collins

Mr. and Mrs. Russell G. Byers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Callan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Canter
Ms. Juliana May and  
    Mr. William Catacosinos
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Chase
Ms. Cathy M. Chernoff
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Clarke
Roberto Coin
Mr. and Mrs. Payson Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Struan Coleman
Mr. John Colgate, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius E. Colley
Mr. Richard Cooke
Corita Charitable Trust and 
    the Michalis Family
Mr. and Mrs. James Corl
Cornelius N. Bliss Memorial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cragg
Ms. Pia Murphy and 
    Mr. Robert C. Crary
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Curtis, III
Mr. Christoph Cushman
Ms. Paula Cushman
Mr. David Dai
Patricia J. Petersen &  
   The Daniel Gale Foundation
Mrs. Beth Blake Day
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel C. de Roulet, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Nicola DeAcetis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Degeorge
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic DeSena
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Doerge, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dolce
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Dorson
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Dorson
Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Dougherty

Mr. and Mrs. Kostas Douzinas
Duck Pond Ventures I LTD
E. Scheblein Plumbing &  
   Heating & Skaggs Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Eichorn
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Eisenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Auguste Elder-Chan
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Englander
Mrs. Jane Fasullo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Faux, III
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Fentress
Mr. and Mrs. Xavier Flouret
Mr. and Mrs. Eric O, Fornell, Sr.
Frances B. & J. Ronald Terwilliger 
    Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Henry Clay Frick
Mr. and Mrs. David Fuchs
Dr. Kathleen A. Gaffney
Mrs. Sarah Gailliot
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs Alfred Geary
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Geddes
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Gelfand
Ms. Catherine Gellert
Ms. Harriet Gerard Clark and 
   Mr. Henry Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Gokey
Gondelman Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver R. Grace, Jr.
Grassi Advisory Group, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Green
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Gumprecht
Mr. and Mrs. Sherlock D. Hackley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg A. Haggerty
Ms. Elizabeth Halpern
Mr. Robert W. Hanley and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Hare
Harweb Foundation,  
   Ms. Elizabeth Hawkey
Mrs. Constance Haydock
Dr. Judith Hecker,  
   In memory of Harold V. Coddington

Mr. Todd Hesekiel
Mr. and Mrs. William Hollingsworth, III, 
    In honor of Susan Wierdsma 
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Holmes, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hornbostel
Mr. and Mrs. Philip K. Howard
Mr. and Mrs. David Hoyt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Hussey
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ipiotis
Mr. and Mrs. Fredd H. Isaksen
Dr. Nancy J. Israeli and Dr. Ron Israeli
John McGowan & Sons, Inc.
John N. Conyngham III &  
    Lou C.Conynham Family  

   Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Barclay G. Jones, III
Ms. Carissa Jordan
JP Morgan Chase Workplace           
   Giving Match
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kaplanek
Mr. and Mrs. Susan Katz
Mr. Matthew Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Kemper, Jr.
Mr. Andrew Kipnes
Mr. Henry Van Dyke and 
   Mr. Bruce Knecht
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Knott, Jr.
Mr. Richard G. Kopsco
Mr. and Mrs. David Kruse
Mr. and Mrs. William Langdon
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Langone
Mrs. Hope W. Lapsley
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Large, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Laskey,  
   In honor of Jacob Rothstein and 
   Joel I. Laskey

Mr. Kenneth Latham
Laurel Group Enterprises, LLC, 
   Mr. Mark McAteer
Mrs. Fifi Leachman
Mr. and Mrs. Francis L’Esperance
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Lindsay
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Lister
Liv Tiernan Photography
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip C. Long
Mr. and Mrs. Richard MacDougall
Mr. and Mrs. Peter MacKinnon
Mr. and Mrs. Rajkumar Mariwalla
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Marsiello
Mr. and Mrs. Jean-Christophe Mas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pournaras
Dr. Marcia Kramer Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McGrath
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan C. McLanahan
Mr. and Mrs. Scott McLellan
McMillen Family Fund,  
    Mr. and Mrs. Bryan McMillen
The John M. McMillin Foundation,  
    Mr. and Mrs. John McMillin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McNicol
Mrs. Nancy Metz and  
    Mr. George Lindsay, Jr. 
Michael P. Cozzoli Family Foundation,  
   Mr. and Mrs. John Cozzoli
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Moodie
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Morin
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Morris
Ms. Elizabeth Munson and  
    Mr. Rober L. Von Stade
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Mr. and Mrs. Francis Murray, III
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nevin
North Country Garden Club of LI
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan O’Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Denis O’Kane, II
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh R. O’Kane
Mr. and Mrs. John J. O’Kane
Ms. Anna Grace Oslansky
Mr. and Mrs. John Pappas
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Partrick
Mr. Douglas L. Paul
Ms. Melanie Pavlidis
Mr. David P. Pearson
Mr. and Mrs Bradley Peel
Mr. Peter J. Pell, Sr.
The Perkins Charitable Foundation, 
    Mrs. Hanna Robinson
Mrs. Sally Peters and  
    Mr. Hal Davidson, Jr.
Petro Home Services
The Pflug Family Foundation
The PHF Foundation, Inc. 
Mrs. Virginia Pierrepont and  
    Mr. R. Stuyvesant Pierrepont
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ponomarev
Mrs. Whitney Posillico
Mr. and Mrs. David Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel F. Pryor, IV
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pulling
Mrs. Lisa Puntillo and  
    Mr. Robert Pascucci
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Quick
Mr. Hari Rajan
Dr. Ruth Reddington
Bullen/Risk Strategies Company
Mr. and Mrs. Ryden Rizzo
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Robinson
Mr. Joe Rochelle
Mr. Andrew E. Roosevelt 
Rosibelle Garcia Catering
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rotchford
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Roux
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Rueger
Mr. and Mrs. Hollis Russell
Mr. Duncan Sahner
Sanctuary Home
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sanders
Dr. Jay Schachne
The Schiff Foundation,  
     Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Schiff
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Schmidlapp, Jr.
Mr. and Ms. Christopher Schuville
Mr. and Mrs. Konrad Schwarz
Scotts Miracle Gro
Mr. and Mrs. David Scully
Mr. Jerry Seidel

Mrs. Edith Seligson
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Senior
Sherwood Lumber
Mr. and Mrs. Diego Simonian
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Smith
Mr. David C. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Smith
Mrs. Christine Sobel
Mr. and Mrs. Fernando Soler
Ms. Courtney Spangler
Mr. John Specce, 
    In honor of Marcella Specce

Mr. Barrie Curtis Spies
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Spindler
Anonymous Donor
Meenan
Mrs. Cynthia Stebbins
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Stokes
Mr. and Mrs. James Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Tamraz
Ms. Meghan Tavani
Mrs. Nancy B. Taylor
Mrs. Jean Thatcher
Theodore Roosevelt Association
The Bohemia Fund,  
   Mrs. Patricia Timpson
Toffales Insurance Agency, Inc.
The Tonight Show  
    Featuring Jimmy Fallon
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Towers
Treiber Family Foundation
Ms. Eiko Tsuzuki
The Tully Group,  
    Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tully
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Turilli
UBS, Mr. and Mrs. David Powers
Unitarian Universalist  
    Congregation at Shelter Rock
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Urdea
Mr. and Mrs. James Urry
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van Ingen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Vaughn
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Vermylen
Mrs. Maria von Bothmer and 
    Mr. David Jasper
Mrs. Alexandra Buckley Voris and  
   Mr. Michael Voris
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wade
Ms. Jennifer Baker
Dr. and Mrs. James Watson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weir, III
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Weiss
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Weiss
Dr. and Mrs. James Widyn
Mr. Joe Wiegand 

William and Hope Simpson  
    Foundation
The Honorable Ute Wolff Lally
Planting Fields Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Zoller
Mrs. Jennifer Zuklie

Up to $999
160 15th Avenue LLC
Mr. Christopher Abbenda
Ms. Ashton Abbot
Mrs. Joan Harrison and  
   Mr. Michael Ach
Mrs. Daphne Adedeji
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Akseizer
Mrs. Lynn Albers
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Albinski
Mr. Lee C. Alexander
Mr. Gordon M. Allan
Ms. Lori Ortiz Allen
Mr. David Altman
Mr. and Mrs. Yoshiaki Amakawa
Dr. Dennis J. Amato
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Anastasi
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Anderson
Andrew Pascoe Flowers
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Annunziato
Mr. and Mrs. John Bryan Anthony
Ms. Angela S. Anton
Mrs. Madeline Arango
Ms. Daphne Arresto
Atlantic Nursery & Garden Shop
Mrs. Laura Ault
Ms. Jeanne M Babinski
Dr. Fran Babiss
Ms. Elizabeth Bailey
Mr. Thomas Baione
Ms. Catherine Baker
Mr. and Mrs. William Bales
Ms. Lori Ballen
Dr. Randall Barbour
Mr. and Mrs. Constantine Baris
Mr. Ryan Barnett
Ms. Alexis Barr and  
   Mr. Andrew Kurita
Ms. Delphine Barron
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bartolomeo
Mr. Anthony B. Barton
Ms. Julie Barton
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Beard
Mrs Jo-Anne Behal
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Belfi
Ms. Beverly Bell Esq.
Professor Robyn Bellospirito
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Benazzi

Mr. Gregg Bendeth
Ms. Betty Bennafield
Mr. Perry Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Bennett,  
   In memory of Laura Weatherford

Ms. Liz Bentley
Mr. Philip Benvin
Ms. Catherine Berg
Ms. Ashley Bergen
Mr. Charles Bergmann
Mr. Jack Berkowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berlinghof
Ms. Olga Berwid
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Beyer
Ms. Shanice Bibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Bisso
Ms. Victoria Bjorklund
Ms. M. L. Blair
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Blank
Mr. William Bleyer
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Bliss, Jr.
Ms. Theresa Block
The Boisits Family
Mr. James Bodmann
Mr. James Bohannon
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Bourke
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Bowe
Ms. Ivy E. Boxley
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Brancato
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Brandes
Charlotte Brody
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Brown
Mr. James R. Brown, III
Mr. Jamie Brown
Mr. Martin Brown and 
    Mrs. Patricia Devitt-Brown
Ms. Beverly Bruin
Mrs. Maura Brush
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Burchfield
Ms. Elizabeth Burke
Ms. Julia Burns
Ms. Marisa Buzzanca
Ms. Karen Bytnar
Ms. Bonnie Cabot
Dr. Rosanna Polsinielli and  
   Dr. John Cafaro
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Calabrese
Mrs. Brenda Callaway
Mr. and Mrs. John Campbell
Ms. Lexi Gibbs and Howland Capital,  
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mr. James Caracciolo
The Honorable Fred J. Carillo
Mr. Michael Carolan
Mrs. Colleen O’Rourke Carson  
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Mr. Philip Carson
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Carter
Ms. Gloria Cassell
Ms. Bernadette Castro
Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Catala
Ms. Barbara Catalano
Ms. Stirleeta Catlin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cator
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Cella
Ms. Maria Ceraulo
Ms. Nori Cerny
Mr. Jacques Chalikian
Ms. Carol Challed
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Chapman
Mr. Keith Chatel
Dr. William Chen
Mr. Sage Chevins
Mr. and Mrs. David Christie
Dr. Sophia Christman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ciullo
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Clark
Mrs. Rita M. Cleary
Ms. Kimberly Cline
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Clowe
Mrs. Anne Codey
Mr. and Mrs. James Cohn
Ms. Caroline V. Coleman
Mrs. Virginia Coleman
Mrs. Ann Miles and  
    Mr. Peter B. Colgrove
Ms. Sue Colleary
Mrs. Lily Colley Ferguson
Mr. Patrick Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Conn
Mrs. Barbara Conolly
Mr. Roger Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Copp
Mr. and Ms. William M. Copp
Ms. Joanne Cordaro
Ms. Elizabeth Corey
Ms. Beatrice R. Coryell
Ms. Elisabetta T. Coschignano
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Costello
Ms. Carol Cotton
Mrs. Liz Cousins
Ms. Vi Cox
Mr. John Coyle III
Mrs. Irene Crovets-Prager
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Cuchel
Mrs. Katie Cuddeback
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Czerniecki
D’Addario Designs, LLC
Mr. Richard Dahling and  
    Mrs. Nancy Sanborn
Mrs. Jean Daly

Ms. Virginia Dankel
Ms. Linda Darby
Dr. Armando D’Arduini
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. A. Darling
Dr. Gary Dattner
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Dattolico
Mrs. Doreen Davis
Mr. Wade Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. McKim de Guzman
Mr. and Ms. Richard de la Sota
Ms. Suzanne De Lisi
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel de Roulet, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Derek de Svastich
Ms. Lisa DeBenedittis
Mrs. Patricia Demaio and  
    Mr. Mitchell Dranow
Ms. Susan Dembo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. De Natale
Mr. William Denslow,  
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mrs. Millie Dent
Ms. Nancy DiBeneditto
Mr. and Mrs. William Dick
Mr. and Mrs. Richard DiGeronimo
Mr. Thomas Dillmann
Ms. Karen DiMartino
Dr. Albert DiMeo
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy DiPietro
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dirkes
Mr. and Mrs. Brooke Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Doerge, III
Ms. Jenifer Doherty 
Mr. Leonard Dommin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Donohue
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Donohue, Jr.
Ms. Maureen Doran, 
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mrs. Isabella Dorea
Ms. Mercedes Littlejohn Dorson
Mr. David Douglas, Sr.
Ms. Muriel Drew
Mr.  and Mrs. Timothy S. Driscoll
Ms. Caroline S. DuBois
Mr. and Mrs. John Duffy
Mrs. Anthony Duke, Jr.
Ms. Debra Dumas
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Durban
Ms. Alexandra Durkee
Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. Dynia, Jr.
Ms. Kristina Earnest
East Woods School,     
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mr. and Mrs. Luis Echeverria
Ms. Deborah Ecker
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Ecton

Ms. Stacey Effman
Mr. Thomas Einhorn
Ms. Anne Einhorn
Ms. Maryann Eletto
Ms. Carolyn Eletto
Ms. Charlotte Elgart
Mr. and Mrs. David Elkin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Elliot
Ms. Meghan Elliott
Mr. George Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ely
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston L. Evans
Mr. Greg Ewoldt
Maida International
Ms. Shulamit Falik
Ms. Linda Faraldo and  
    Mr. Joseph Alaimo
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ferrillo
Mr. Caesar Figoni
Ms. Loretta Filippelli
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Finelli
Ms. Beth Finger
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Finkel
Ms. Lynn Finn
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Fiore
Mr. and Mrs. David First
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fishelson
Ms. Civia Fishler
Ms. Margaret Flannery
Mrs. Antoinette Fleig
Ms. Lorraine Fleischmann
Mr. William Floyd-Jones, Jr. and   
   Mrs. Margaret Floyd Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Ford
Foresight Services Center, LTD
Mr. Michael Foss
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Foye
Mrs. Ellen D. White-Francis and  
    Mr. James G. Francis
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Frey
Mr. and Mrs. Diego Fuschetto
Mr. Douglas Gamble
Mr. and Mrs. Randi Garibaldi
Ms. Ann Garnett
Mr. J. Edward Gathman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Geisel
Mr. Mark Gelbien
Mrs. Michelene Gentile
Mr. and Mrs. William Gerold
Ms. Caroline Gerry
Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge T. Gerry, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Gimbel
Glen Floors
Glen Garden Club of Glen Head

Mr. Eric Gloeckner
Ms. Katherine Golder
Mr. Brad Goldfarb and 
    Mr. Alfredo Paredes
Ms. Elaine R. Goldman
Mrs. Lorraine H. Sparago and  
    Mr. Charles Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Goldworm
Goodstone Inn
Mr. Peter Gollon
Mr. William J. Gorski
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goulding
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Grace
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Graham
Graham Holdings Company
Ms. Grainer Lauren
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Grant
Ms. Katy Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Greene
Mr. Andrew Greller
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Grgas
Ms. Jeana Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Grinbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O. Grupp
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Guga
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Gulitti
Mr. Dana Gumb, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gundersen
Dr. and Mrs. Itzhak Haimovic
Mrs. Kathleen Hajagos,  
   In memory of Janos Hajagos

Ms. Lisa Greene and  
  Mr. Richard Hamburger
Hamptons House Design
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hanes
Mr. Peter Hanford
Mrs. Pamela Hansen
Mrs. Margaret Hargraves
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Harrington
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. Akane Hashimoto,  
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Hauser
Ms. Setellar Haynes
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Heinemann
Mrs. Aleta Heisig
Dr. Bea Helft and Mr. Lawrence Helft
Mr. and Mrs. Seth B. Hemley
Mrs. Jean S. Henning
Mr. Christopher Henry
Ms. Geraldine Herbert-Papathomas
Mrs. Ella Hickland
Hicks Nurseries, Inc.
Tyler Hill
Mr. and Mrs. David Hinchliffe
Mrs. Phyllis T. Hoar
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Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hogan, Jr.
Mrs. Nicole Hollingsworth
Mr. Court Hoover
Mr. James Hoover,  
    In memory of Barbara Hoover

Mr. Ronald A. Horman, Jr.
Ms. Irene Hsu
Ms. Lorraine Hughes
Humes & Wagner, LLP
Huntington Oyster Bay  
   Audubon Society
Mr. Hayes Huwiler
Mr. and Mrs. A. Joseph Iannucci
Images & Details
Ms. Samantha Inchausti
Ms. Carmen Knoepffler and 
    Mr. Peter K. Ingerman
Innocenti and Webel Associates
Ms. Anita Jabbour
Ms. Jane Jackson
Ms. Gina Jacobsen
Mr. Warren Jacobson
Mr. Edmond Jalbert
Ms. Michaela Jalbert
Ms. Megan James
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart James
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Janosick
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jaroff
Mrs. Mary C. Javian
Mr. Smrutiranjan Jena
Ms. Cornelia Jennings
Mr. Rodny Johnsen
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Linn Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas S. Johnson
Mrs. Carol Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh M. Jones
Ms. Sara Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Juul-Nielsen
Ms. Laura Kang,  
   In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kaplan
Mrs. Susan Karches
Ms. Stephanie Karp
Mr. Daniel Karpen
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Kasouf
Ms. Susanne Katus
Mrs. Tara Kazak and Mr. Fan Tao
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kearon
Mr. Tanner Kellan
Mr. Richard Kellogg
Ms. Marie Elena Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Parker B. Kelsey
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey E. Kelter
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Kempa
Ms. Kelly Kempner

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Kempner
Ms. Pamela Keneally
Mr. Michael Kenny
Dr. Mark Kenny
Mr. and Mrs. Kit Kerney
Ms. Samantha Kerr
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Kessler
Mrs. Colleen Kessler
Ms. Kathleen Kiaer
Ms. Jean King
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Kirby
Ms. Deborah Klein
Mrs. Deborah Held-Klein and  
    Mr. Martin Klein
Klein Cleaners
Mr. Alec Kleinman
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Knight
Knockout Beauty
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Knopf
Mrs. Rosalie Koenig
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan E. Kolitz
Ms. Elizabeth Kolligs
Mrs. Katherine Kolosieke
Mr. Nicholas Konatich
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Kriesberg
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Krypell
Mrs. Holly Kühn Lee
Mrs. Deborah A. Kunstler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph La Ferlita
Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Lacroze
Mr. Cayetano Lacroze
Ladyardharlow  Foundation
Ms. Grace Lafaire
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Landau
Ms. Angelique Lari
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Leeds
Ms. Faith Legendre
Ms. Denise Leto
Ms. Barbara Levine
Mrs. Rosemay Levitt
Ms. Helen Wen Gao and  
    Mr. Jianghong Li
Ms. Susan Lillis
Mr. and Mrs. Allan J. Lindberg
Mrs. Marianne Litzman,  
    In memory of Jay Litzman

Mr. and Mrs. Bart Marksohn
Locust Valley Bookstore,  
    Mrs. Lisa Colgate
Locust Valley Garden Club
Mrs. Monique Lodi
Mr. and Mrs. Erin Loeb
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lombardi

Ms. Marion LoMonaco
Etsuko Lonigro
Ms. Doreen A. Lostritto
Ms. Julia Ann Lotowycz
Ms. Maggie Lovett
Ms. Lizette Lozada
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Lubrano
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome D. Lucas
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Lupenko
Mr. and Mrs. Luke D. Lynch, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lynn
Colleen & Jim MacDonald  
   Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm MacKay
Ms. Sherry L. Mackie
Mrs. Kathy MacLeod
The Malings Family Charity Fund
Ms. Maria Malzone
Ms. Barbara Mandell
Mrs. Audrey Mangual
Ms. Melissa Maravell
Mr. Anthony Marinello
Mrs. Karen Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marmorale
Mrs. Nicolette Marr
Mrs. Nancy Marshall and  
    Mr. Robert Greenberg
WM. E. Martin & Sons
Ms. Margaret Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Martin
Ms. Laurie Mass,  
  On behalf of Wildlife Cener of L.I.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Maynard
Ms. Cathy Mayton
Dr. Maryalice Mazzara
Mrs. Robin Guardino and  
    Mr. Thomas McCloskey
Mrs. Margaret Mc Cormack
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy McAndrew
Mrs. Michael McDermott
Ms. Margot McGinness
Ms. Nisha McGreevy
Ms. Bridgette Mckenna
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew McLaughlin
Ms. Linda McParland
Ms. Carolyn McQuade
Ms. Sheila Meehan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Megear
Mr. Richard Mendelson
Ms. Nina Merrill
Mrs. Ruth F. Meyer
Mr. Vincent Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Reese Michaels
Mariusz Mikulec
Mrs. Mary Miller,  
   In memory of Gary Miller

Ms. Kristin L Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Mills
Dr. Yu Zhang and  
    Mr. Christopher Milson
Mr. Dan Mitaro
Mr. Edward C. Mohlenhoff
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Moore, Jr.
Ms. Grail Moore
Mr. and Mrs. John U. Moorhead, II
Mr. Charles F. Morgan
Mr. Garnet Morris
Ms. Frances Mortati
Mrs. Maria Mosca
Ms. Theresa Moschetta
Ms. Steph Mouw
Mrs. Joanne Mulberg and  
    Mrs. Peter Cohn
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Mullen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Muller
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mumford
Murphy & Lynch, PC
Mrs. Deniqua Murray
Mrs. Roberta P. Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Sean G. Myles
Mr. Andrew Nahmias
Ms. Laura Napoli and  
    Mr. Thomas Watson
Ms. Natalie A. Naylor
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Nedbalsky
Mrs. Teena Platt Nelson,  
  In memory of Ann and Graham Platt

Mr. Douglas Nemeth
Ms. Susan Niven
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Nobel
Ms. Susan Noll
North Shore Roofing &  
    Siding Corporation
Northcoast Civil L.S & P.E.
Oak Spring Garden Foundation
Ms. Dori O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. O’Connell
Mr. Peter O’Connor
Mrs. Fiona Biles
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Olt, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Innis O’Rourke, III
Mrs. Cristina Ostolaza
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Ott, Jr.
Ms. Laura Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Otto
Ms. Mary Ann Ouzts
Mr. Eugene Pagano
Ms. Leola Palmer
Ms. Angelina J. Paris
Ms. Laura Paro
Conservation Partners LLP,  
    Ellen Fred, Esq.
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Ms. Lisa Pascucci
Mr. and Mrs. Allan L. Pashcow
Patagonia 
Mr. Anik Paul
Ms. Betty Peek
Ms. Judy Pellinger
Dr. Jane Perr
Ms. Susan Peterson
Ms. Eva Pettersson
Mr. and Mrs. George Pettey
Ms. Jane M. Pflug
Ms. Penny Phillips
Ms. and Mrs. Frank Piccininni
Mrs. Stacey Piciullo
Mrs. Kathryn Pickel
Ms. Susan Pickering
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. James Klatsky
Ms. Mary Pigliacelli
Mr. Jason Pileggi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Pilkington
Mrs. Marjorie Pillar
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Poje
Poll Brothers Restaurants
Mr. Joel Pomerantz
Mr. Robert Ponzo
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Pope
Mrs. and Mrs. Bruce Popko
Mr. William R. Potts
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Powers
Mrs. Jan Pratt
Ms. Priscilla Press
Mr. Edward J. Price
Mrs. Kathryn A. Prinz and  

   Mr. Benjamin Jankowski
Mr. and Mrs. John Pufahl
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Pulling
Mr. Joe Frank Purcell
Wouter Raatjes
Ms. Judith Rand
Ms. Joy Rankin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Rattiner
Ms. Leslie Raynor
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Reese
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Reiter
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Remmel
Mrs. Megan Remmel
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Remsen
Mr. and Mrs. John Renner
Mr. and Mrs. Christiaan Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Michael V. Riccardi
Richard M. Rossbach Memorial Fund
Ms. Phyllis Richards
Ms. Johanna Richman
Ms. Maureen Richmond
Rising Tide Natural Market
Mrs. Liz Rizzi
Ms. Kristin Rizzo
Sheelagh Roache
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Mr. Steven Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rodman
Ms. Angelica Rodriguez
Mr. Robert Romanoff
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Romeo
Ms. Elizabeth E. Roosevelt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Rose
Ari Rosenfield 

Ms. Marjorie Rosenfield
Ms. Mimi Rosenwald
Mr. Judson B. Ross
Ms. Margaret Ross
Ms. Sarane H. Ross,  
    In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Ms. Eileen M. Rossi
Ms. Annamarie Ruocco
Ms. Laura Russo
RVC Landscaping
Ms. Charlene Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ryan
Mr. Matthew Ryan
Ms. Wendy Ryden and 
    Mr. John J. Dean, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Sabbagh
Mrs. Anthi Sabbatini
Ms. Julie Sakellariadis
Dr. Marilyn Moffat Salant
Mr. Nathan Wold and  
    Mr. Thomas Samet
Sandbar
Ms. Elizabeth Sands
Mr. and Mrs. John Sands
Ms. Patricia P. Sands
Mr. and Mrs. David Sarles
Mr. Joshua Sayer
Mrs. Verena Scheu
Mr. Christopher Scheuing
Ms. Julia Schilling
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Schmidlapp
Ms. Dorothy P. Schmidt
Mr. Jack Schnirman
Ms. Janis Schoen
Mr. Fredric J. Schwartz

Mr. Robert Schwartz
Mrs. Ellen Schwerin
Sea Cliff Landmarks  
     Association Foundation
Mr. Daniel Searby
Mrs. Grace Searby
Mrs. Christine E. Seewagen
Ms. Barbara Segal
Ms. Julie Seghrouchni
Ms. Mary Selover
Mr. William Seng
Ms. Seanna Senior
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzo Serafini
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Service
Mr. and Mrs. Salil Seshadri, 
   In honor of Olive and Mylo Ott

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Sevener
Ms. Ashleigh Shaheen
Ms. Olivia Shandora
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Shaw
Mr. Will Shea
Ms. Elizabeth Sheedy
Dr. and Mrs. George Sheehan
Ms. Vivian Shelton
Ms. Edward Shepard
Mr. William Shotzbarger
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Silva
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Silveri,  
    In memory of Joseph Silveri, Jr.

Mr. Vincent Simeone
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Simoneschi
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lawrence Singband
Mr. Jake Skivington
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Sklavos
Ms. Marcia Skolnick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Slade
Ms. Susan Howard Slater
Ms. Wendi Slavsky
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Slifkin
Mr. and Mrs. James Smiros
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin Smith, III
Mr. and Mrs. George Smith
Mr. and Ms. Peter Smith
Ms. Stacey Smith-Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Sedgwick Browne
Mrs. Elaine Spanos
St. John’s of Lattingtown Church
Mr. Scott Starkey
Ms. Nancy M. Stepkowski
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Stillman
Mr. and Mrs. David Stollow
Mr. Frank Thomas Spain and  
    Mr. Conrad Strauch
Ms. Margaret Sundlof
Ms. Paige Sutherland
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Suzette De Marigny Smith  
    Family Foundation
Mr. Bikram Swain
Sweetie Pies on Main
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Swiggett
Syosset Garden Club
Ms. Barbara Szydlowski
Mr. David Taft
Mr. Peter H. Tallman
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Tanchuck
Mr. and Mrs. Truett Tate
Mr. Murray Teitelbaum,  
  In memory of Lucy P. Cutting

Ms. Susan Telage
Mr. Brian Thompson
Three Castles Gardens Inc., 
   Ms. Mary Callanan
Three Harbors Garden Club
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Tierney
Mr. and Mrs. George Tilghman
Ms. Chiaki Torisu
Mr. Chris Towers
Mr. and Mrs. John Towers
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Townsend
Ms. Theodora Townsend
Ms. Zoe Townsend
Ms. Margaret Trautmann and  
    Mr. Jake Jarvis

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Treiber
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Troiano
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Trotman, Jr.
Mrs. Jeanne-Marie Urban, 
    In memory of Beny Sturz

Mrs. Irma Uribe
Ms. Catherine Barry
Mr. and Mrs. James Van de Walle
Mrs. Marie Van Der Mije
Ms. Alexandra Vance
Thamaraiselvi Vedachalam
Ms. Kathleen Verbil
Ms. Deborah Verderame
Ms. Naomi Verdirame
Veronica Beard 
Mr. Joseph Viener
Mrs. Marguerite Viklund
Vincent’s Clam Bar
Mr. Patrick Vissichelli
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Vladimir
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Vogt
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. von Briesen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Vorderis
Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Waddill
Mr. Christopher Wagner
Mr. Hugh C. Wallace, Jr.
Ms. Roberta Waller

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Walsh
Mrs. Rosalie Walton
Mrs. Cathie Wardell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wardell
Mr. Warren Wasp, Jr.  
Mrs. Angela Wasserman
Waste Water Works, Inc.
Ms. Jennette Watt
Mr. Chadwick Watt
Ms. Laura Watt
Ms. Deborah Webbe
Mrs. Katy Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Kristopher Weiner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weissman
Mr. Austen Wells
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Welsh, III
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Wenz
Mr. Carl Wermee and CW Athletes
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Werwaiss
Ms. Allison West
Mr. and Ms. Thomas S. White
Mr. William White, IV
Mr. and Mrs. Fifield Whitman, III
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Wieman
Mr. and Mrs. Harris Wiener
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Wiener
Ms. Barbara Wildfeir

Mr. and Mrs. Allen D. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Williams-Hawkes
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison M. Wilson
Mr. George Winsper
Ms. Donna Winston
Ms. Margaret Witham
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Wolfert
Wonderland Tree Care, Inc. 
Mr. Allan Wright
Ms. Susan S. Wylie
Peisin Yang Lazo
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Yatauro
Ms. Aleksandra Zatorska
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Zayas
Dr. Monica Zenyuh
Mr. and Mrs. John Zgurzynski
Ms. Andrea Zimerer
Mr. Frank Zinghini
Ms. Marcela Zuluaga
Dr. Gilda Zwerman
 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE
Annual Wine Auction & Dinner

Location to Be Announced

Saturday, September 27, 2025

For more details, call 516-922-1028 or 
info@northshorelandalliance.org
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“A true conservationist is one who  
knows that the world is not given by  
their ancestors, but borrowed from  
their children.” 

- John James Audubon

New Children’s Programs  
 

Kids and Butterflies  
Wawapek Preserve, Cold Spring Harbor 

 
Wednesdays (Times TBD):  

July 30th, September 17th, October 22nd 
November 19th, March 11th and May 6th

Harness the magic of trees, insects, flowers and all that 
Wawapek has to offer. Be inspired by how awesome 
nature truly is.  Each session will be both fun and edu-
cational, connecting children to one another and to 
the amazing world around them.  The varied sessions 
will include activities that celebrate and explore the 
monarch butterfly.  Session 1 (ages 3 to 5 accompa-
nied by an adult) and Session 2 (ages 8 to 12)

More information will be posted on our website 
at www.northshorelandalliance.org.


