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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the North Shore Land Alliance and Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Suffolk County, 
thank you for joining us today for the Oh DEER! Symposium: Addressing Challenges, Exploring 
Solutions at LIU Post. Your presence, dedication and shared concern for our local environment 
make this event a vital step toward educating our community about the damage deer cause to our 
native landscapes and how we can respond to protect them.

We extend our deepest appreciation to all of our presenters and partner organizations who shared 
their time, field experience and actionable solutions—from innovative deer fencing and tick ecology 
to long-term population management and deer-resistant plantings.

A special thanks to Mina Vescera and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County for going 
above and beyond to support the symposium.

We hope you leave today equipped with strategies to safeguard our ecosystems and make a 
lasting impact.

Sponsored by
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Event Schedule                                                            (Portions of this event will be recorded)

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM - Registration/Coffee/Visit Tables  

9:15 AM - 9:30 AM - Opening Remarks

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM - Plenary Speaker - The Innocent Villain in Your Back Yard - Dr. Bernd Blossey, 
Cornell University 
 
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM - Tables/Stretch Break

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM - Home Gardeners/Owners Breakout Session (A)
•	 �Protecting Your Plants from Deer,  Richard Weir III, Horticulture Solutions�
•	 �Are Deer to Blame for All the Ticks?, Maria Diuk-Wasser, Columbia University
•	 �The 7 Cs of Deer Fencing, Peter Aquilina, Deer DeFence 

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM - Land Managers Breakout Session (B)
•	 �Nuisance Deer Control at a 400-acre Urban Oasis in Nassau County, Stephane Perreault, Greentree 

Foundation�
•	 �Deer Biology and Nuisance Deer Damage Permits, Ethan Crane, New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation
•	 �Deer Effects on the Forest, �John D. Wernet, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM - Tables/Stretch Break

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Deer Management Success Stories Panel Discussion

•	 �Changing Landscapes and Approaches to Restoration, ����Ben Kleist, Westchester Land Trust 

•	 Plant Selection and Uses in Areas with High Deer Density, Dr. Gregory Kramer, Town of Greenwich, CT 

•	 �45 Years of Deer Management at The Nature Conservancy’s Mashomack Preserve, Jeff Wagenhauser,  
The Nature Conservancy 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM - Post-Symposium Open House Site Visit (staggered arrival times)
Registered attendees are invited to visit a Land Alliance preserve where back-country deer fencing has been 
installed.  During the open house, participants will learn more about the fence installation process, its practical 
use and role in preserve management.

Continuing Education Units:
•	 LA Credits: This program provides 3 HSW credit hours under the subjects site design and horticulture for 

NYS registered landscape architects by approved provider CCE-Suffolk. 
•	 CNLP: credits pending. 
•	 **No CEUs are offered for the preserve visit.**
•	 There are no ISA Arborist or NYSDEC pesticide recertification credits available for this workshop. 
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The Innocent Villain in Your Back Yard 
Dr. Bernd Blossey, Cornell University
Email: bb22@cornell.edu

Deer are now ubiquitous in our rural and suburban landscapes. Are deer population reductions essential to 
protect biodiversity and human health? Dr. Blossey will review years of research and summarize successes 
and ongoing challenges with increasing deer population. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

1.	 Comprehend the difference between healthy and unhealthy herd densities. 
2.	 Learn of several deer management research projects and their contributions, if any.
3.	 �Understand the current challenges to ecological restoration and best practices for success.

Dr. Blossey was born and raised in northern Germany. In 1992, he moved to Cornell University where he is a 
Professor directing the Ecology and Management of Invasive Plants Program in the Department of Natural 
Resources and the Environment. 

He develops and implements biological weed control programs; among his target plants are purple 
loosestrife, water chestnut, Japanese knotweeds and invasive Phragmites. An ever increasing focus of his 
team are investigations into impacts of multiple “stressors” including invasive and native plants, earthworms, 
slugs and deer on a wide range of native organisms.  He is intimately involved in different approaches to deer 
management at Cornell and in the surrounding municipalities.  He has developed a network of deer exclosures 
to study impacts of deer on many species and processes and is developing bioindicators to assess effects 
of different stressors, including deer. He has also recently completed a large study in northern Wisconsin to 
assess the effects of wolves on deer and forest plants (a trophic cascade). The ultimate aim of this work is to 
increase the conservation values of all lands through development of best management practices. 

- 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Welcome & Keynote Address
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Protecting Your Plants from Deer 
Richard Weir III, Horticulture Solutions 
Email: rw38@cornell.edu

Within home landscape situations the challenges are enormous in one’s ability to protect plants from deer 
presence. This not only includes keeping them from foraging on plant foliage throughout the year, but also 
keeping them away from tree and shrub bark in the fall when horn/buck-rubbing occurs.  Learn how use of 
repellents is an important tool to add to your toolbox.  This presentation will also address plant selection for 
“deer resistance”.

Learning Objectives: 
1.	 Learn the various formulations of deer repellents currently on the market. 
2.	 �Understand the most effective approach to using repellents to protect trees and shrubs from damaging 

buck behavior.
3.	 Learn about plants that deer tend not to eat.

Richard served for 31 years as a Cornell Extension Educator and Program Director for Horticulture, Environ-
mental Issues and Water Education (Nassau Co., NY), retiring in 1999.  Since his “retirement” he has operated 
a private horticultural consulting business, Horticulture Solutions, in Oyster Bay, NY, that focuses primarily on 
urban tree decisions and recommendations for numerous Long Island incorporated villages.  During fall se-
mesters of 2000 through 2007, he participated as Visiting Faculty in the Horticulture Department  at Cornell, 
teaching courses in Landscape Management and Nursery Production.  Additional teaching engagements 
have included spring courses at the New York Botanical Garden, woody plants at SUNY Farmingdale and lec-
tures for local and regional professional horticultural groups, conferences and garden clubs on a wide variety 
of horticultural topics. 

The 7 Cs of Deer Fencing 
Peter Aquilina, Deer DeFence
Email: deerdefence@gmail.com

Today’s deer fencing may not be your father’s deer fencing!  Peter’s presentation will demonstrate a new 
approach.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Understand how deer react to fenced areas. 
2.	 Learn about fencing approaches that will make deer abatement more successful.
3.	 Learn about possible aesthetic values of effective deer fencing.  

Originally from the Buffalo, NY area, Peter studied International Business and earned a BS from University of 
Buffalo. Recognizing the damage deer cause to our landscapes, Peter launched and served as sales manager 
for his deer repellent company, Deer-Off, in 1997, in Stamford, CT.  He was hired as sales manager for Benner’s 
Gardens deer fence company in 1999.  He started his own deer fencing business, Deer DeFence, LLC, in 2001, 
and in 2003 introduced new deer fence fabric to the market.

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM -  Home Gardeners/Owners Session (A)
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Are Deer to Blame for All the Ticks? 
Maria Diuk-Wasser, Columbia University 
Email: mad2256@columbia.edu

Maria will discuss the role of deer on the transmission of tick-borne pathogens including the Lyme disease 
agent. She will also discuss deer-targeted interventions to reduce the public health impact of tick-borne dis-
eases, some of which may provide co-benefits to reduce other deer impacts. 

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Learn the connection between deer and several tick-borne pathogens.
2.	 Learn of other vectors for tick-borne diseases. 
3.	 Learn how tick studies have influenced public policy to protect public health.

Maria is a Professor in the Department of Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology at Columbia University, 
where she leads the Eco-epidemiology lab (https://ecoepidemiologylab.e3b.columbia.edu/). Originally 
from Argentina, she did her PhD at UCLA and continued her career at the Yale School of Public Health before 
moving to Columbia. Her research integrates a wide range of empirical and analytical tools to disentangle 
the eco-social drivers for the emergence of vector-borne diseases, particularly tick-borne. Current research 
focuses on the role of pathogen and host interactions, host community composition, climate and land use 
change in the distribution and spread of tick-borne zoonoses. Additionally, her lab created and runs the 
The Tick App smartphone application to monitor how human behavior and movement intersects with tick 
distribution to drive epidemics of multiple tick-borne pathogens in the United States. 

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM - Home Gardeners/Owners Session (A)
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Nuisance Deer Control at a 400-acre Urban Oasis in Nassau County
Stephane Perreault, Greentree Foundation
Email: sperreault@greentreefdn.org

Stephane will outline the key elements contributing to the success of Greentree’s Deer Management Plan, 
which  is implemented and managed by Suffolk County Deer Management. Under a New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation nuisance permit, individual white-tailed deer are harvested using cross-
bow on a monthly basis. Despite the property’s highly favorable deer habitat, this program has effectively 
maintained the population at fewer than 12 individuals.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 �Understand effective approaches to managing deer herds in a highly managed forest and landscape.
2.	 Learn of the experience using a NYSDEC nuisance permit.
3.	 Learn how a healthy herd is maintained.  

Stephane is a Naturalist at the Greentree Foundation, a non-profit organization with a mission of peace, 
philanthropy, and sustainability. Stephane is part of a team that protects the native plant communities at 
Greentree, including 170 acres designated as imperiled forest types by the New York State Heritage Program. 
As such, his role is to coordinate and monitor interventions linked with deer control, invasive plants, and non-
native tree pathogens. Stephane is a graduate of the McGill University Biology Department (BS, MS). 

Deer Biology and Nuisance Deer Damage Permits
Ethan Crane, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Ethan will provide a description of deer biology and discuss the application process for Nuisance Deer 
Damage Permits.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Gain an understanding of deer biology.
2.	 Learn when a deer damage permit is necessary.
3.	 Learn how to apply for a permit.

 
Ethan earned his bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology from Unity Environmental University in 2020 in the 
middle of the Covid pandemic.  He started his career as typically many others in this career path do:  moving 
around a lot for different seasonal jobs. He started working in the DEC in 2023 as a general Fish and Wildlife 
Technician 1. He was then promoted to Fish and Wildlife Technician 2 in 2025, assisting with Large Mammals, 
Furbearers, Pathology and Hunter Education. He loves what he does and is looking forward to many more 
years working in the DEC. His hobbies include birding, camping, deer hunting and freshwater fishing.

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM - Land Managers Session (B)
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Deer Effects on the Forest 
John D. Wernet, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Email: john.wernet@dec.ny.gov

John’s presentation will highlight the effect of deer on vegetation and regeneration.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Learn to identify deer browse and damage.
2.	 Understand the effect deer have on forest management and regeneration and deer management

John is the Regional Forester for the Long Island Region of the Department of Environmental Conservation, 
overseeing approximately 17,000 acres of state land with responsibility for the protection and management 
of state lands and forests.

After graduating, he spent a stint being a lumberjack for a traveling show and has performed all over the 
country and once in Bermuda. Realizing that lifestyle was not sustainable and missing the allure of the forest he 
became a contract forester for the United States Forest Service working all over the country, responsible for 
the adherence and implementation of government contracts including tree inventory and stand delineation, 
and the administration of timber sales through silvicultural processes.  Prior to his current position, he worked 
for a lumber company upstate that worked with landowners to complete land management goals such as the 
enhancement of wildlife habitat and inheritance planning.  He holds an A.A.S. in Forest Technology from the 
State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry Ranger School campus and a B.S. 
in Forest and Natural Resource Management from the State University of New York College of Environmental 
Science Main campus.   John grew up in the Syracuse area and currently lives in Port Jefferson.   

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM - Land Managers Session (B)
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In this 1-hour session we’ll hear from land managers to learn about their successful deer management strate-
gies. 

Changing Landscapes and Approaches to Restoration
Ben Kleist, Westchester Land Trust 
Email: ben@westchesterlandtrust.org

This presentation will focus on how deer have affected forest habitat in the NY region by looking at the factors 
that have led to rises in population. We will discuss how deer affect the landscape and what the Westchester 
Land Trust is doing to restore native biodiversity.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 What has led to the rise of deer populations? 
2.	 Understand impacts of deer on the landscape.
3.	 Learn management strategies by the Westchester Land Trust to combat deer browse. 

Ben grew up in southeastern Minnesota and studied Environmental Geography at the University of Wiscon-
sin. He has held numerous conservation related jobs across the country, with a specialty in habitat restoration 
and public education. He currently works for the Westchester Land Trust and serves as the Preserve Manager, 
where he takes care of approximately 1400 acres spread across 34 preserves. Aside from working to restore 
habitat, he also enjoys playing guitar, snowboarding, spending time with friends, learning about space and 
physics and exploring the east coast. Although he has been thoroughly enjoying his time on the east coast, his 
plan is to eventually move back to the west coast and continue working towards creating more resilient and 
biodiverse areas of habitat. 

Plant Selection and Uses in Areas with High Deer Density  
Dr. Gregory Kramer, Town of Greenwich, CT
Email: gregory.kramer@greenwichct.gov

Dr. Kramer’s presentation will provide examples of successful uses of resistant native plants in restoration 
projects that he has implemented in Connecticut and elsewhere.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Native plant selections for high-browsing sites
2.	 Planting schemes to deter browsing 
3.	 Challenges experienced even with best practices

Dr. Kramer is currently the Superintendent of Parks and Trees and Tree Warden for the Town of Greenwich, 
CT.  Prior to his tenure with the Town of Greenwich, he was the Director of Horticulture at Bok Tower Gardens 
for seven years. Dr. Kramer has over twenty-five years of professional experience working in the horticulture 
industry.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Miami, a master’s degree in horticulture 
science and a doctoral degree in plant medicine; both from the University of Florida.  His areas of expertise 
are plant diseases, staff management, teaching, public speaking, landscape design and habitat restoration.  

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  - Deer Management Success Stories Panel Discussion
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12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  - Deer Management Success Stories Panel Discussion

45 Years of Deer Management at The Nature Conservancy’s Mashomack Preserve  
Jeffry Wagenhauser, The Nature Conservancy 
Email: jwagenhauser@tnc.org

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has been committed to meaningfully managing the deer population at 
Mashomack Preserve for over 45 years. Hear about how the research informed the management and how 
management has been adopted over time to achieve the Preserve’s goals. 

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Understand misses and successes of Mashomack’s deer management effort. 
2.	 Learn about current strategies of deer management.
3.	 Learn about Mashomack future goals.

Jeff is the Conservation Lands Steward for The Nature Conservancy’s New York Division, managing TNC 
preserves across Long Island. Since 2019, he has led white-tailed deer management for the Long Island 
preserves, working with the Mashomack team to manage the deer herd at Mashomack Preserve. Before 
joining TNC full time in 2011, Jeff worked seasonally with TNC and as a wildlife technician for the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation.

We’d Love Your Feedback!
 
Thank you again for attending! Please take a moment to scan the QR code or visit 
www.northshorelandalliance.org/events to complete a brief survey about your 
experience today.


